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January 


At the start of the calendar year, 
2020 ushered in grant funding for 
projects such as the $1 million 
grant for rebuilding the infrastruc- 
ture at Sportshaven Mobile Home 
Park was awarded to the town on 
Jan. 2. 

The funds from the state 
Department of Housing and 
Community Development will 
be used to improve the water and 
septic systems at the park, where 
residents of about 45 manufac- 
tured homes have been dealing 
with substandard conditions for 
decades. The park is located at 
370 Mill Valley Road. 

“After 25 years, we’re hoping 
this is the final push,” said Town 
Administrator Gary Brougham. 

Sportshaven was established as 
a campground in the 1970s and 
gradually became an unlicensed 
mobile home park. Poor mainte- 
nance, nonpayment of lot rent- 
al fees and bankruptcy followed 
in the 1990s. Its listed owner is 
Aquarius Water Co., of Hinsdale. 

The Belchertown Cultural 
Alliance received funding of 
$10,000 which will be used to 
analyze and undertake designs, 
planning and preliminary costs 
for designs for a new makerspace 
area at the former Belchertown 
State School, specifically the 6 
Berkshire Ave building. 
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Association, Inc., and Friends member Courtney Keating stand amidst a display of 
valentines on the front steps of the former state school administrative building. 


In August of 2019, Cultural 
Alliance members April Jasak- 
Bangs and Sarah Maroney spoke 
with Selectboard members about 
the goals of the newly estab- 
lished, nonprofit organization. 
It will bring together strong 
participants from the Cultural 
Council, Historical Society, the 
Belchertown Public Schools, the 
Friends of the Belchertown State 
School, and area businesses, to 
help with revitalization efforts. 





Call Surner 
and ask for our 
PINK truck 
to make your 
next delivery. 


A main goal for the group 
includes the creation of an art- 
ist workshop area within the 6 
Berkshire Ave. 

The doors of the Clapp 
Memorial Library were open and 
the children’s activity room got a 
paint job from local artist Teresa 
Fischer. 

During the course of the ren- 
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This year was unprecedented on many 


levels, namely due to the novel coronavi- 
rus outbreak, which prompted business 
and school closures across the state in 
March. 

But 2020 also saw communities com- 
ing together to help support one another, 
from school administrators and teachers 
holding special events for graduating 
seniors, a vigil organized after the death 
of George Floyd this spring and creative 
decorations to name a few initiatives. 

For this special “Year in Review” edi- 
tion of the Belchertown Sentinel, our 
editorial staff compiled an overview look 
at the top news stories published this 















from the Belchertown Police Department on April 30. 


Christ Community Church 
hosts light display 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


BELCHERTOWN - In honor 
of the holiday season, the Christ 
Community Church congregation 
hosted its first light and live nativ- 
ity display on Saturday. 

One member of the congrega- 
tion, Joanna Mull, said the church 
hopes to continue to host the 
event annually. 

Mull said while the church 
doesn’t typically host events in 
the winter, the pandemic inspired 
them to create a holiday themed 


Surner Heating has partnered with the 
Susan G. Koman Foundation to support all 
those whom have been touched by 
Breast Cancer. = 


event. 

The drive through event fea- 
tured light displays of various 
themes on Christmas trees, a live 
nativity and caroling. 

“We want to continue this next 
year as well,’ Mull said. “This 
is literally a brightening commu- 
nity event. We really wanted to 
do something free and easy for 
people.” 





One submission to the light and tree 
display at Christ Community Church 
last weekend was the “bare bear” free. 
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Turley Publications 
offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One is a free, brief 


Death Notice listing 


the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$120, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 
submitted through a 
funeral home to: 
obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 
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YEAR IN REVIEW - from page 1 


ovations and improvements to the 
library’s lower level, Director Sheila 
McCormick and Head of Youth 
Services Jennifer Whitehead said it 
became evident with the upgrades that 
two central pillars within the activity 
room would also need a facelift. 

Fischer said that she jumped at the 
opportunity to create a new permanent 
fixture within the library and to give 
back to an institution that has been 
both vital to the community and to her 
family throughout the years. 

“T’ve spent a lot of time in this 
room previously with my daughter 
for programs when she was growing 
up. It’s fun to think about contributing 
back to what I and my family have 
used frequently before. It’s my way 
of helping to pass on a tradition that 
someone else started,” said Fischer. 


February 


While students were still in school 
in person, the annual Belchertown 
Project Runway event challenged 
students to construct a garment from 
materials of the designer’s choice 
inspired by the zodiac symbol they 
were assigned. Decorations could 
include paint, marker, dye, stencils, 
beads, sequins, rhinestones and other 
materials. 

For centuries, people have looked to 
the stars for wonder and inspiration, 
and the student fashion designers at 
Belchertown High School did just that. 

Seventh Hampden District 
Representative and House Chairman 
of Policy and Steering Thomas M. 
Petrolati announced he would not seek 
re-election to the role in 2020. 

Petrolati, 62, was first elected in 
1987. During his more than three 
decades in public office the long- 
time Hampden Country Democrat has 
worked tirelessly on issues impacting 
the lives of the people in his district. 





(From left to right) Mia, Chase, Matt and Al Benoit went fishing regain on June 21 as ae 


of the first Pine Valley Plantation fishing derby. 


One of Petrolati’s primary goals 
while in office was to support eco- 
nomic development in Western 
Massachusetts. To that end, he worked 
with a group of local lawmakers to 
facilitate the transfer of a 5.4 -acre 
parcel of land in Belchertown from 
state to local control. The prop- 
erty, once the site of the historic 
Belchertown State School, laid dor- 
mant for numerous years and now 
serves as the home of the Belchertown 
Police Station, the Belchertown Senior 
Center, Christopher Heights Assisted 
Living Facility, and Easthampton 
Savings Bank, with further econom- 
ic development opportunities on the 
horizon. 

Shortly after, Ludlow School 
Committee member Jake Oliveira 
announced he would be running to fill 
the position. 

Each year around Valentine’s Day 
on Feb. 14 historic sites throughout 
the country are celebrated with tan- 
gible, visible expressions of love that 


A Virtual Admission Series allowing you to meet faculty and students, 
and to learn all about WMA programs and community. 


dine & Perforuning Arts 
ACADEMICS 


Entrepreneurship, Kconomics & Finance 


Middle School 


often times show that the buildings are 
worth saving for future preservation. 

This year marked the first annu- 
al Heart Bomb event, hosted by the 
Belchertown State School Friends 
Association Inc., saw nearly 100 val- 
entines cards and posters crafted by 
participants from far and wide and 
sent to the association to be featured 
on display on the front steps of the 
administrative building in time for 
Valentine’s Day. Heart Bombs are love 
letters written specifically to historic 
places. 

“The cool part about the whole pro- 
cess was having received so many val- 
entines from people from all over,” 
said Katherine Anderson, president of 
the Belchertown State School Friends 
Association Inc. Anderson said that 
the valentines showcased important 
connections that the state school had 
created between people, both those 
still living within Belchertown and 
those who now live away from the 
area. 


Sour 
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March 


In the beginning of the month, 
Ludlow School Committee mem- 
ber James “Chip” Harrington for- 
mally announced his candidacy 
for the Seventh Hampden District 
state representative seat at the 
Ludlow Mills complex, surround- 
ed by family and supporters. 

On what was the last in-school 
event before the pandemic, 
the East Meadow School cel- 
ebrated Dr. Seuss. Students at 
East Meadow School in Granby 
recently celebrated reading and 
the 116th birthday of the beloved 
author of children’s books with the 
Read Across America program. 

Shortly after, on March 15, Gov. 
Charlie Baker announced a three- 
week shut down of schools across 
the state. 

Facing the challenge of feed- 
ing children in the Belchertown 
School District, Food Service 
Director Kelly Slattery created 
a drive-through food distribu- 
tion program that would allow 
for social distancing. Students 
received one free lunch and break- 
fast during the week. 

Only a couple of weeks later, 
the Belchertown Selectboard 
announced a state of emergency 
due to COVID-19. 

The Belchertown Selectboard 
declared the town took the action 
“proactively and not in response 
to any confirmed or presumptive 
positive cases of COVID-19 in the 
community,” according to a press 
release. 

“This declaration will allow 
town officials to more efficiently 
respond to emergency situations, 
deficit spending if necessary and 
file for reimbursement if state or 
federal funds become available,” 
according to the letter. 

The governor also issued an 
emergency order requiring all 
businesses and organizations 
that do not provide “COVID-19 
Essential Services” to close their 
physical workplaces and facilities 
to workers, customers and the pub- 
lic. 

By the end of March, the first 
cases of COVID-19 occurred in 
Belchertown with three confirmed 
cases as of Monday, March 30, 
and eight people quarantined. 

Baker then extended school clo- 
sure through May. 
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For the second weekend in a row in June, a group of people have been standing at the corners at Main Street and Maple 
Street to show support of the Black Lives Matter movement. 





Selectboard member Brenda Aldrich 
stepped down from her position on the 
Belchertown Selectboard earlier this 
year after almost a decade of serving 
on the board. 
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April 


In the face of the global pan- 
demic overwhelming the health 
care system, people throughout 
the area got creative and began to 
adjust. 

For example, the schools began 
to shift to education enrich- 
ment to remote learning. School 
Committee Chair Heidi Gutekenst 
attributed the schools’ ability to 
do remote learning with the rapid 
response from the IT department. 

“They have been working non- 
stop,” she said. 

One event, which became a 
trend throughout the year, was 


Realty 


Professionals 
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a car parade for the seniors at 
Christopher Heights. 

With an act as simple as driving 
cars down the road while practic- 
ing social distancing, a group of 
volunteers held a car parade for 
the residents at the Christopher 
Heights assisted living facility as 
well. 

A line of about 20 cars — some 
decorated with posters, others 
playing music or wearing funny 
hats — drove by Christopher 
Heights to greet the residents there 
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in the wake of the COVID-19 pan- 
demic. 

Volunteers Jennifer Whitehead, 
Trista Hevey and Erica Rose orga- 
nized the event after seeing posts 
on social media about helping 
elders while maintaining social 
distancing. 

People continued to celebrate 
milestones, albeit in new ways. 

In another celebration, Police 
Officer Ed Oey retired after work- 
ing his last day shift on Thursday, 
April 30, and was met outside of 
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Town officials sat at the front of the audience during the July 25 Annual Town Meeting, which was held outside under a 
massive tent. 
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the Belchertown Police station 
with a line of firetrucks, police cars 
and other vehicles with posters, 
sirens and shouts. 

State Police, Belchertown Fire 
Department, South Hadley Police 
Department, Granby Police 
Department, Bondsville Fire 
Department and others drove by 
the station to Oey’s surprise. 

The car parade was organized by 
Oey’s daughter, Ann Smith. Oey 
served on the department for over 
25 years. 


May 


As the pandemic stressed the 
healthcare system and food sys- 
tems, again residents met the chal- 
lenge with different ways of pro- 
viding people with resources. 

An additional food distribution 
met an increased need in the com- 
munity due to COVID-19 and the 
announcement that Helping Hands 
Food Pantry Director Bob Stephens 
has found his replacements. 

The food pantry, located in 
the basement of the Belchertown 
United Church of Christ, had a spe- 
cial, interim distribution event, in 
early May in the church parking 
lot. 

Stephens said the interim food 
distribution day was both due to 
“a sense of an increased need in 
the community and an influx of 
donations.” 


See REVIEW, page 4 = 
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THE BEST FRESH 
FOR YOUR HOLIDAYS! 


HAPPY HANUKKAH 


Happy Healthy 
New Year to All Our 
Customers and Friends 
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Fruit & Veggie Trays, 
Boars Head Deli Platters > 
Festive Cookies, Fresh Baked Pies & Desserts 


Gourmet 
Gift Baskets 


Ready For Pickup or 
Delivery Call 589-7071 


New England Specialties 
Wine Baskets, Snack Attacks 
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& Champagnes 


For A Sparkling New Year! 
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Many events, including holidays 
“went virtual” to avoid crowds and 
keep people safe at home. 

This year, with the help of 
Belchertown Community Television, 
the Memorial Day services were 
recorded in advance and played both 
on the television channel as well as 
online. 

Granby High School staff held a 
reverse parade where teachers waved 
and greeted their students in the park- 
ing lot of the school while the stu- 
dents and families drove through. 

Working with the town’s police and 
fire department, the reverse parade 
allowed for people to drive slowly, 
stop their vehicle and arrive at their 
leisure. 

Granby Junior Senior High School 
Principal Stephen Sullivan said the 
teachers came up with the idea and it 
only made sense to have the parade 
in conjunction with the senior class’ 
originally scheduled last day of 
school. 

“We closed on March 13 and we 
haven’t seen each other face to face 
like this since then,” Sullivan said. 
“We were thinking about doing a 
parade, but after speaking with local 
law enforcement and considering the 
fact we couldn’t get to everyone, we 
decided to do a reverse parade.” 
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The first series Gadi in the town of Granby which occurred on 
Sept. 17, 1944, killing seven people. 





June 


Coming up with another creative 
way to get people together from a 
distance, the Pine Valley Plantation 
Mobile Home Park hosted its first 
fishing derby in the three ponds on the 
property. 

Treasurer and Activities Director 
for the mobile home park, Barbara 
Kelleher, said the event was planned 
to allow families to see each other 
during the pandemic. 

School Committee Chair Gutekenst 
said the schools made their best effort 
to give the class of 2020 a proper send 
off, despite its unconventional end. 

“We did parades and the diploma 
presentation with photos for the fam- 
ilies because that was something the 
seniors said was important to them,” 
she said. “It’s really a testament to the 
educators doing things for the chil- 
dren.” 

Granby High School held its gradu- 
ation outside in the parking lot of the 
school, inviting families to attend in 
their vehicles and listen to the cere- 
mony via radio. 

The high school seniors weren’t 
the only ones departing from 
Granby Public School District either. 
Effective June 30, Superintendent 
Sheryl Stanton left her position 
to become the superintendent of 
Mohawk Trail and Hawlemont 


HampHearing.com 


Morthampbean, hla, 
413-586-9572 


242 King Street, Suite 105 


Rather than having students get their diploma, Belchertown High 
School graduates stood and turned their tassels at graduation. 


Regional School District in Buckland. 

In her letter, Stanton said retir- 
ing Pupil Services Director, Carol 
Hepworth, has postponed her retire- 
ment to serve as interim superinten- 
dent. 

In addition to graduation events 
including a reverse parade, a diploma 
presentation and an outdoor social- 
ly-distanced graduation for students, 
June marked another historic moment 
in 2020. 

Following the murder of George 
Floyd, the Belchertown Selectboard 
and School Committee issued state- 
ments on racism and police brutality. 

“We share the belief that racism 
must be actively opposed to be erad- 
icated. It is not enough, as many 
white people assume, to simply 
not hold obviously racist beliefs,” 
read the Selectboard’s statement. 
“Belchertown - its leaders, educa- 
tors, and public servants - do not in 
any way, condone the actions of the 
Minneapolis Police Department and 
others across the nation where inci- 
dents have occurred. We will aggres- 
sively work to identify and eliminate 
racism and biases in any form within 
our community and its institutions.” 

This also marked the creation of 
the Belchertown Justice Collaborative 
— a group of teens and young adults 
working to raise awareness about 
social justice. The group held its first 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 
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event, a vigil, on the Belchertown 
Common in June. 

At its Annual Town Meeting 
Belchertown voters had access 
to its first hybrid indoor/outdoor 
meeting where voters reviewed 30 
articles on the warrant. 

Following the local election, 
Jim Barry joined the Belchertown 
Selectboard, replacing Brenda 
Aldrich who stepped down after 
almost a decade of serving on the 
board. Selectboard member Gail 
Gramarossa took over as chair of 
the board. 

Gramarossa remarked on the 
town’s ability to switch gears in 
the pandemic. 

“People were able to pivot 
and maintain the services and 
ways to do things in a safe way,” 
Gramarossa said, listing examples 
such as a drop box that was put 
outside of Town Hall or curbside 
pick up at the Clapp Memorial 
Library. “All of the town depart- 
ments stepped up and got creative 
about how to do things in differ- 
ent ways.” 


curleat - 


CANNABIS WITH CONFIDENCE 


July 


As the state began to go into 
phased reopening part three, 
the annual Quaboag Valley 
Relay for Life also went virtu- 
al at Belchertown High School. 
Members of the Event Leadership 
Team live streamed some of the 
traditional relay events such as the 
Opening ceremony and survivor 
lap. 

In an hour-long ceremo- 
ny outside on the football field 
at Belchertown High School, 
Belchertown High School gradu- 
ates from the class of 2020 were 
able to close out an unprecedent- 
ed final year of school. 

Rather than receiving their 
diploma at graduation, students 
and families received the diploma 
during a two-day event. At the 
ceremony, each student stood and 
moved their tassel from the right 
to the left side of their caps. 

Granby held its Annual Town 
Meeting outside under a tent at 
Granby Jr/Sr. High School. 
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The 82-minute affair was large- 
ly uneventful with the exception 
of an interesting conversation 
regarding a lawnmower. 

Article 13 called for the town 
to allot $115,000 towards the 
purchase of an air conditioned 
mower for the Public Buildings 
Department. The Finance 
Committee recommended that 
the item be postponed indefinite- 
ly. The vast majority of those in 
attendance were in favor of pur- 
chasing the new mower. 


August 


While the event wasn’t a one 
day festival of trucks on the 
Belchertown Common, the 
Belchertown Cultural Council 
held a drive-through style event 
with a single food truck multiple 
times throughout the summer. 

The events included online 
entertainment to promote people 
to leave the common to watch 
from the comfort of their homes 
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as well as a coordinated traf- 
fic flow and ordering system to 
adhere to safety guidelines. 

A historic moment in Granby 
was also commemorated virtually. 

On the 75th anniversary of the 
Victory over Japan also known as 
Victory in the Pacific on Saturday, 
Aug. 15, there was a small cere- 
mony in Granby. 

“The world woke to a new 
peace after it was announced 
Japan had withdrawn and thus 
ending World War II,” wrote 
piper Todd Carpenter. “Bagpipers 
around the world were asked 
to pipe one tune at sunrise. The 
tune’s name was ‘When the 
Battle’s O’er.’” 

There was a local connection as 
well — a plane crash which killed 
seven people. 

At the location of the first 
Bomber Crash in the town of 
Granby, which occurred on Sept. 


17, 1944, Carpenter played the 
song. 

While the doors of the Town 
Hall remain closed to the public, 
Belchertown’s website redesign is 
helping people to access resourc- 
es online. 

Ironically, IT Director, Kevin 
Hannon said COVID-19 delayed 
the website’s relaunch, which was 
originally scheduled for March. 

“It slowed a bit because we 
got so busy within the IT depart- 
ment,’ Hannon said. “But some 
of things took time to do. We had 
meetings and training on how to 
use the software. The Selectboard 
made it a priority and that pushed 
it over the edge.” 

“On the back end there are 
some changes that should make it 
easier to town staff to keep infor- 
mation current,’ Hannon said. 


See REVIEW, page 9 = 
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After three years of construction of the new building Belchertown Day School 


Opened its doors on Monday. 
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Please Consume Responsibly. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drugfor use only by adults 21 years of age or older. Keep out of reach of children. This product has not been analyzed or approved by the rood and Drug Aaministration (FDA). There's 
limited information on the side effects of using this product, and there may be associated health risks. Marijuana use during pregnancy and breast-feeding may pose potential harms. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the influence of this product. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM CHILDREN. There may be health 
risks associated with consumption of this product. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgement. The impairment effects of Edible Marijuana Products may be delayed by two hours or more. In case of accidental ingestion, contact poison control hotline 1-800-222-1222 or 911. This product may be illegal outside of MA. 
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— OPINION 


EDITORIAL 


Yes, Virginia. There is a Santa Claus! 


No one could have realized it back in 1897, 
but that’s when the New York Sun published 
what was to become an iconic part of local 
journalism history. The Sun printed what is now 
the most widely read letter to a newspaper. It 
was sent by an 8-year-old New York City girl 
named Virginia O’Hanlon. The response to 
her letter by editorial writer Francis Pharcellus 
Church is a message of love, magic and hope. 
Considering this past year, we imagine many 
readers could use a generous serving of that 
next to a plate of Christmas cookies. So, here is 
the full text of that historic letter: 


Dear Editor, 


I am 8 years old. 

Some of my little friends say there is no 
Santa Claus. 

Papa says, “If you see it in The Sun, it’s so.” 

Please tell me the truth, is there a Santa 
Claus? 


Virginia O’ Hanlon 


Virginia, your little friends are wrong. 

They have been affected by the skepticism of 
a Skeptical age. They do not believe except they 
see. They think that nothing can be which is not 
comprehensible by their little minds. All minds, 
Virginia, whether they be men’s or children’s, 
are little. In this great universe of ours man is a 
mere insect, an ant, in his intellect, as compared 
with the boundless world about him, as mea- 
sured by the intelligence capable of grasping 
the whole truth and knowledge. 

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He 
exists as certainly as love and generosity and 
devotion exist, and you know that they abound 
and give to your life its highest beauty and joy. 
Alas! How dreary would be the world if there 
were no Santa Claus! It would be as dreary as 
if there were no Virginias. There would be no 
childlike faith then, no poetry, no romance to 
make tolerable this existence. We should have 
no enjoyment, except in sense and sight. The 


The Brightest Joy 


eternal light with which childhood fills the 
world would be extinguished. 

Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as 
well not believe in fairies! You might get your 
papa to hire men to watch in all the chimneys 
on Christmas Eve to catch Santa Claus, but 
even if they did not see Santa Claus coming 
down, what would that prove? Nobody sees 
Santa Claus, but that is no sign that there is no 
Santa Claus. The most real things in the world 
are those that neither children nor men can see. 
Did you ever see fairies dancing on the lawn? 
Of course not, but that’s no proof that they are 
not there. Nobody can conceive or imagine all 
the wonders there are unseen and unseeable in 
the world. 


NOSIGNAL \ 
IN THE 
NORTHEAST... 


AU 1M 
| GETTING __ 
ne \ 1S snow! / 


iat i. 


v/) VE GRANLUND © salsa p 


You tear apart the baby’s rattle and see what 
makes the noise inside, but there is a veil cov- 
ering the unseen world which not the strongest 
man, nor even the united strength of all the 
strongest men that ever lived, could tear apart. 
Only faith, fancy, poetry, love, romance can 
push aside that curtain and view and picture the 
supernal beauty and glory beyond. Is it all real? 
Ah, Virginia, in all this world there is nothing 
else real and abiding. 

No Santa Claus! Thank God he lives and 
he lives forever. A thousand years from now, 
Virginia, nay 10 times 10 thousand years from 
now, he will continue to make glad the heart of 
childhood. 
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May this Christmas 
bving you the best of evevythingl — sy ‘ 







May all the pleasures that inspire joy be with you at home or in spirit at Christmastime and all year. 


Thanks for rooting for local businesses like us in 2020 and showing us so much support. 
We look forward to better times ahead as we work to serve you safely in 2021 and beyond! 





Turley® 


Your local hometown newspapers 


Agawam Advertiser News @ Barre Gazette ¢ Chicopee Register ¢ Country Journal ¢ Journal Register © Quaboag Current 
The Register ¢ Sentinel ¢ The Sun © Town Reminder ¢ Ware River News ¢ Wilbraham Times 


Publications, INC. 24Water Street | Palmer, Massachusetts 01069 | 413.283.839: 














Turley 
Publications 
Letters to the 
Editor Policy 


Letters to the edi- 
tor should be 350 
words or less in 
length. No unsigned 
or anonymous opin- 
ions will be pub- 
lished. We require 
letter writers to 
include his or her 
town of residence 
and home telephone 
number. We must 
authenticate author- 
ship prior to publi- 
cation. We reserve 
the right to edit or 
withhold any sub- 
missions deemed to 
be libelous or con- 
tain unsubstantiated 
allegations, person- 
al attacks, defama- 
tion of character 
and offensive lan- 
guage. All unknown 
or alleged facts and 
quotations offered 
by the author need to 
cite credible, unbi- 
ased sources. Send 
letters to: Sentinel 
Editor Melina 
Bourdeau, 24 Water 
St., Palmer, MA 
01069 or via email to 
sentinel @turley.com. 
The deadline for sub- 
missions 1s Friday at 
5 p.m. 


The Sentinel is published 
every Thursday by Turley 
Publications, Inc., 24 Water 
St., Palmer, Mass. 01069. 
Telephone (413) 283-8393, Fax 
(413) 289-1977. 


PATRICK H. TURLEY 
CEO 


KEITH TURLEY 
President 


EDITOR 
Melina Bourdeau 
sentine/@turley.com 


ADVERTISING SALES 
Maureen McGarrett Hall 
mmcegarrett@turley.com 


SPORTS EDITOR 
Greg Scibelli 
sports@turley.com 


SOCIAL MEDIA 


@ The Sentinel 


WEB 
www.sentinel.turley.com 


Turley 


Publications, Inc. 
www.turley.com 





Turley Publications, Inc. cannot 
assume liability for the loss of 
photographs or other materials 
submitted for publication. 
Materials will not be returned 
except upon specific request 
when submitted. 
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Theodore Andrew Bachand Addison Glenna Brownell 


June 13, 2020 


Parents: James and Sylvia Bachand, Belchertown 
Grandparents: Andrew and Diane Inglot, Belchertown 
lrene and the late John Bachand Sr., Belchertown 


MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM 


ALL POWER 


POWER SPORTS, MARINE & POWER EQUIPMENT 


PARTS ¢ SALES ¢ SERVICE 


Rt. 202, Granby, MA - (413) 467-3499 


WWW.ALLPOWERSALES.COM 


Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
from all of us at 


Hodgen 
Landscape Co., Inc. 
_ $< ——— Est. es 
Complete ‘andeeanne, petals & Planting 


P.O. Box 873 © Belchertown, MA 01007 


Phone (413) 323-4949 ¢ Fax (413) 323-4999 + Cell (413) 246-8061 
atefeleCvale-larelxe-]ol-maelu Me marelele(valrlavecte-)lCxe lured maelit| 


Merry Christmas 


from all of us at 


TILTON AUTOMOTIVE 


cenenar gi oN, 


RT. 9, 3 AMHERST ROAD 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 01007 
FREDERICK TILTON, Owner 


323-5051 


pC 
(NAPAD 
Vy 


AutoCare Center 
We Install Quality NAPA Parts 


“Let each one of God’s loved ones 
centre his attention on this: to be the 
Lord’s mercy to man; to be the Lonls 
grace. Let him do some good to ev- 
ery person whose path he crosseth, 
and be of some benefit to him?’ 

~ Bahai Writings 


Happy Holidays from the Baha'is 
of Western Massachusetts and Southern Vermont! 
Tel.: (413) 570-3019 ¢ http://pvbc.local.bahai.us/ 


June 5, 2020 
Parents: Alex and Casey Brownell, Malden 
Grandparents: Mark and Chris Brownell, Belchertown 
Blayne and Carrie Hartman, Solana Beach, CA 
Sheri Hartman, Oklahoma City, OK 


HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 
~ _, Give your pets the 

“Life of Riley!” 

° Pet Sitting 


RILE “AA ° Daily Walks 


EV e Excursions 


413.835.PETZ (7229) 


www.rileypetcare.com 


“Where 
Friends and 
Neighbors 


Great Beer & Wine Selection For Your Holiday Table 
JUNCTION RT. 202 & 9, BELCHERTOWN, MA 


413-323-7449 
Mon.-Fri. 5am-9:30pm, Sat. 6am-9:30pm, Sun. 7am-8pm 


\ TKINS Coe cake 


FARMS 





€ 
_ atkinsfarms.com Christuias! 


...Where local is just the beginning! 


Rte. 116 & Bay Road, South Amherst, MA 


(413) 253-9528 


We Have 
Openings , - 


a Le aan) i we ~E oe { 
sar Little Friends 4a 
Child Care Center 
YEAR ROUND ENROLLMENT 
Caring for Children 1 Year Up to 9 Years 
Full day, before and after school programs 
and a morning preschool program offered 
58 Daniel Shays Hwy. (Rt. 202 No.) Belchertown 


Lic. # 809640 4 1 3 - 3 2 3 -244 7 www. LittleFriends39.com 








Dean Laveck 
November 12, 2020 


Parents: Mary and Joshua Laveck, Belchertown 
Grandparents: Kim and Martha Wells, Ware 


from the SENTINEL Staff 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION 


www.turley.com 


Merry CHITSTIM ds 
10 aLL OF OUr CUSTOMeTS: 
We LOOK FOrWarD 10 
Serving YOU In 2021! 


413.323.6861 
chubbysbelchertown.com 


RUSTIC FUSION 


MOBILE CAFE 


413-800-4747 
INFO@RUSTICFUSIONCATERING.COM 
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WESTOVER 
AUTO SALVAGE 


RECYCLE CENTER 


“Salvage the Best - Recycle the Rest!” 
147 BAY ROAD, BELCHERTOWN 


Used Auto Parts.... If we don’t have it we'll locate it through our 
nationwide network! Bring us your waste oil, antifreeze, scrap steel 
LIKE US ON and old batteries FREE of Charge! 
Open: Mon. - Fri. 8 to 5, Sat. 8 to 1 


413-323-4210 © 1-800-358-5100 


Alix & Son’s 


COMPUTER CENTER 


Let us help you set up 
your new gifts from 
laptops to TV's 
Call 413-323-1122 


40 Daniel Shays Hwy. 
(Rt. 202 North) « BELCHERTOWN 


























Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 - 4:30 


6 Berkshire Ave. (In the Berkshire Bldg.) ¢ Belchertown 
(413) 323-9402 © gthreads@aol.com 


PLEASANT —itectonost_ comer 
STREET AUTO ‘esses. 


* Lifetime Warranty 
‘Tune-Up -Brakes fate, seas 
BODY & REPAIR, INC — ~ exnaus lbody & Frame 


Straightening 
: * Lube & Tire Center 
since 1981] ~ Mass RS# 1752 ‘Certified Emission” 21088 Installation 


Repair Center * Heavy Trucks, 
4] 5 = * Alignments 


Trailers and RV's 
* 60ff Spray Paint Booth 

Rental Cars Available On Site 
650 New Ludlow Road | South Hadley, MA 01075 


Nlemuyle Apuslns 
from 


Dynamic Dos Salon 


(413) 323-1031 


11 Main Street, Belchertown 
WALK-INS WELCOME! 


AJ’s Autobody Collision 


ASE Certified * Reg. Shop 3199 Specialist 


m Family Owned and Operated 

M Over 35 Years Experience 

M@ Precision Frame Straightening 

H Custom Painting & Color Matching 

Mi State of the Art Paint Booth 

M Glass Replacement 

@ Insurance Approved 

39 W. State Street, Granby, MA 01033 

Tel: 413-467-2533 « Fax: 413-467-2500 















Miles Cooper Butynski 
April 14, 2020 
Parents: Vanessa and Todd Butynski, Belchertown 


Grandparents: Jane and Paul Butynski, Greenfield 
Doreen and Bill Patry, Bethlehem, NY 


N' Hlave a Safe cc F 
Ht appy Htoliday from 


NAPA Auto Parts 


of Belchertown 


323-7661 


ease designate a driver if you are celebrating 


Call 24 hours a day 
413-534-5373 


Hampshire Towing Is also a full service towing and 
| recovery company anywhere! @ "visa" 














AMHERS 
FARMERS SUPPLY oivais 


LANDSCAPING @A@ OUT 


MASON SUPPLIES nnisbrias 
est. 1945-2012 | 


320 South Pleasant Street 
Amherst, MA 01004 
(413) 253-3436 
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 - 5:00, 
Sat. 7:30 - 4:00 








a1 =| 10] 9 U ROR = 10) BD f 


Expert Body & Fender 
Repair ¢ Painting 


323-6664 
FREE ESTIMATES 
(©) fos) e)aiale}i(=1(em m(er=(e Mm =i=1(e1al-)aKeluza 
Visa-Mastercard Accepted 
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Mia Abigail Belanger 
October 24, 2020 
Parents: Kyle and Jennifer Belanger, Belchertown 


Grandparents: Nancy and William Barnes, Belchertown 
Gail and Mark Belanger, Belchertown 


Belchertown Community 
Television schedule 


BELCHERTOWN - This is the upcoming sched- 
ule for Thursday, Dec. 24 to Wednesday, Dec. 30. 


Thursday, Dec. 24 
¢ 8 a.m. — Selectboard Dec. 21 
¢ 10 a.m. — Planning Board Dec. 22 
e 12 p.m. — COVID-19 Task Force Dec. 17 
e 1:30 p.m. — Council on Aging Dec. 17 
e 3 p.m. — Hope United Lessons and Carols 2020 
e 5 p.m. — Christmas Lights of Belchertown 2015, 
2016, 2017, 2020 
e 8 p.m. — Selectboard Dec. 21 
¢ 10 p.m. — Planning Board Dec. 22 


Friday, Dec. 25 

8 a.m. — Conversation with Pakman 
9 a.m. — Belchertown Handbell Choir 
9:30 a.m. — Christmas Cantata 
1] a.m. — Hope United Lessons and Carols 2015 
1 p.m. — Hope United Lessons and Carols 2018 
2:30 p.m. — Carols on the Common 2013, 2017, 
2018 
e 4 p.m. — Christmas Lights of Belchertown 2015, 

2016, 2017, 2020 
e 7 p.m. — Hope United Lessons and Carols 2020 


Saturday, Dec. 26 

e 8 a.m. — Curious Giraffe N is for Nighttime 
Noises 

e 4:30 a.m. — Curious Giraffe O is for Overcoming 
Obstacles 

e 7 p.m. — Christmas Lights of Belchertown 2020 

¢ 7:30 p.m. — COVID-19 Task Force Dec. 17 

e 9 p.m. — Council on Aging Dec. 17 


Sunday, Dec. 27 
4:30 p.m. — St. Francis Roman Catholic Church 
6 p.m. — Christ Community Church 
7 p.m. — Hope United Methodist Church 
8:30 p.m. — Carols on the Common 2013, 2017, 
2018 


Monday. Dec. 28 
e 8 a.m. — Conversation with Pakman 
5 p.m. — Conversation with Pakman 


Tuesday, Dec. 29 
8 a.m. — Curious Giraffe — P is for Puppet Parade 
4:30 p.m. — Curious Giraffe — Q is for Quest of 
Questions 


Wednesday, Dec. 30 
8 a.m. — Conversation with Pakman 
1 p.m. — Meditation with Lori - Senses 
5 p.m. — Conversation with Pakman 
7 p.m. — Conservation Comm. — Open Spaces- 
Channel 192 
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The Belchertown Selectboard recently approved 
a draft easement, the next step in the process of 
constructing a new water tower on Park St. 












_TLF Y— / 
INS 


NXXV 


PLUMBING & MECHANICAL 


Contractors 


Residential & Commercial 


REVIEW - from page 5 


september 


While the first day of school might be 
opening a laptop versus getting on the bus, 
the Belchertown School District started 
school on Sept. 10. 

The School Committee approved a 
phased hybrid learning model for reopen- 
ing school for students in pre-kindergarten 
through grade eight, with all high school 
students being taught remotely until at least 
Oct. 30. 

The first two weeks of school were fully 
remote for every grade in the district. 

September also marked the opening of 
the Belchertown Day School at the former 
Belchertown State school property, after a 
three-year wait. 

The new building includes two pre-kin- 
dergarten rooms, two toddler rooms and 
one school-age room, which will also func- 
tion as a multi-purpose gymnasium. Each 
classroom will have its own bathroom facil- 
ity and a door that leads directly to an out- 
side playground area. 


October 


In Belchertown, the COVID-19 Task 
Force, comprised of two members of the 
Selectboard, School Committee and Board 
of Health held its first meeting to discuss 
topics including enforcing Gov. Charlie 
Baker’s mask mandate requiring people to 
wear a mask in public when they are unable 
to socially distance. 

The Energy and Sustainability 
Committee and the Communications 
Committee were each created by the 
Selectboard. 

Quabbin Health Director Judy Metcalf 


TILTON 





Ray and Cindy Janke replace flags on the Belchertown Common in honor of Veterans Day. Ray Janke is 


the town’s retired veterans’ agent. 


announced she would be retiring in the 
spring of 2021, and advised the health dis- 
trict about the process to find her replace- 
ment, which will begin in January 2021. 

Granby Selectboard hired Robert 
Brzezinski as an interim fire chief. 

The Select board discussed finding an 
interim fire chief following the termina- 
tion of Granby Fire Chief John Mitchell 
Jr. on July 23. During executive sessions, 
the board discussed Mitchell’s employment 
with the town and determined in a July 22 
executive session to terminate him, effec- 
tive the next day. 

In an effort to hold alternative Halloween 
events to trick-or-treating, there was the 
Belchertown thrill tour, a decoration con- 


AUTOMOTIVE ‘HA? 


GENERAL 
REPAIRS 


FREDERICK TILTON 
Owner 


323-5051 


PLUMBING SERVICES 


¢ New Construction * Remodeling * Repairs 


¢ High Efficiency Gas Boilers 
¢ All Types of Hot Water Heaters 


Including On Demand High Efficiency Tankless 


(413) 323-6116 


SCHEDULING SERVICE: 
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 


413-323-9966 


MA Lic. #11406 


www.dfplumbingandmechanical.com 


COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 


O0000000000000 


Mike McKenzie 
MA. Lic. #15648A 


Fully Insured 


OSHA 10 
Certified 


Office: 413-213-0770 


Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com 


BELCHERTOWN, MA 01007 


A FULL SERVICE COMPANY 


PANT) Co) brs) ge 


Center 
We Install Only NAPA Parts 


ROUTE 9 
3 AMHERST ROAD 


UP TO 24 
MONTHS 


0% 
FINANCIN 


tested hosted by the Belchertown Cultural 
Council, a pumpkin patch event put on the 
Chestnut Hill Community School Parent 
Teacher Organization, a graveyard tour by 
the Chesterton Historical Society and a 
reverse Lions Club Halloween parade. 


November 


Although the country was divid- 
ed about results of the national election 
until December, voters in Chesterton and 
Granby supported President-elect Joe 
Biden. 


See REVIEW, page 11 






EXTENDED 


Residential 
Commercial 


WARRANTY 
UP TO 5 YEARS 


Ask for details and qualifying models. Offer valid Aug. 1 - Nov. 30, 2020. 


Industrial 
e Powerful 


Husqvarna engines 
¢ Electric starter 
¢ Heated grips 


Has This Happened to You? 


We do what your body shop won’t! 
Body Rust ¢ Body Rot ¢ Frame Rust * Chassy Work 


Turn to the experts at 


Amherst Welding 


Welding ¢ Fabrication ¢ Hydraulic 
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs * Snow Plows * Sanders * Hand Railings 
330 Harkness Road, Amherst ¢ (413) 253-4867 





e Adjustable handle 
¢ LED headlights 


Husqvarna 


evon Lang 


Power Equipment 
Rte. 9, 10 Ware Road, Belchertown 


www.devonlane.com 


Monday - Friday 8-5, Saturday 8-2 
413-323-5435 


> 
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NEWS STORIES 6/atien So dite Gy 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


From a national election to a global pan- 
demic, 2020 will certainly be a historic 
year. Among the many events that hap- 
pened this year, these are the top 10 stories 
from the Sentinels editions. 


Belchertown declares state of 
emergency (March 23, 2020) 

Belchertown announced a state of emer- 
gency due to COVID-19 last week. The 
Belchertown selectboard declared the town 
took the action “proactively and not in 
response to any confirmed or presump- 
tive positive cases of COVID-19 in the 
community,’ according to a press release. 
“This declaration will allow town officials 
to more efficiently respond to emergency 
situations, deficit spending if necessary and 
file for reimbursement if state or federal 
funds become available,’ according to the 
letter. 

Belchertown, Granby favor 
Biden (Nov. 9, 2020) 

Although the country may be divided 
about results of the election as over one 
week has passed since the national election, 
voters in Belchertown and Granby have 
spoken. 

There were a total of 9,657 votes cast in 
the national election of the 11,452 regis- 
tered voters in Belchertown. 

Voters in Granby certainly showed up 
to voice their opinion with a total of 82% 
turnout in the national election with 3,945 
of 4,855 voters who cast their ballot. 


Rep. Thomas Petrolati announces 
retirement from public office 
(Feb. 18, 2020) 

Seventh Hampden District Repre- 
sentative and House Chairman of Policy 
and Steering Thomas M. Petrolati has 
announced that he will not seek re-election 
to the role in 2020. 

Petrolati, 62, was first elected in 1987. 
During his more than three decades in pub- 
lic office the long-time Hampden Country 
Democrat has worked tirelessly on issues 
impacting the lives of the people in his 
district. 

One of Petrolati’s primary goals while 
in office was to support economic devel- 
opment in Western Massachusetts. To that 
end, he worked with a group of local law- 
makers to facilitate the transfer of a 5.4 
-acre parcel of land in Belchertown from 
state to local control. 


Over 150 attend vigil (July 2, 2020) 

With 15 members and counting the 
Belchertown Justice Collaborative hosted 
a vigil for George Floyd on the common 
last week. 





ARCHIVE PHOTOS 


Seating was available from a distance with aggressive air exchange inside the Belchertown High School gym on Saturday. 





Seventh Hampden Disirict Rep. Thomas Petrolati 
(D-Ludlow) 


The group composed of high school and 
college students spoke about their own 
experiences with racism in Belchertown, 
called on white allies to take action and 
honored the lives lost to police brutality in 
the United States. 


An Annual Town Meeting 
unlike any other (July 2, 2020) 

The Special and Annual Town Meetings 
were held in the Belchertown High School 
gym and on the tennis courts on Saturday 
and with “tremendous effort” the two-hour 
event went “nearly perfect” according to 


Merry Christmas from Stadler ACE Hardware 
T'was the night before Christmas when all through the store 
the employees were scurrying, to complete one project more. 

They worked day and night, they worked night and day. 
Covid's been hard, they must work a new way. 
Curbside orders, and contactless shopping 
certainly have kept the ACE crew hopping! 

Masking, sanitizing, keeping 6 feet apart, 
this is now the new retail art. 

Checking on others, sometimes twice 
because this pandemic has not been nice. 

But our village is strong, our customers great. 

Our employees the best, the highest they rate. 
Michael, George, Karen, Spelly and Nick 
all work so hard, they don't miss a trick. 

No pandemic will get in their way. 

They work so you will have a great Christmas day! 

We pray for the day when this Covid thing ends. 

Rest assured when at ACE, you are among friends. 

We thank you for your patronage and send best wishes 
for a safe, healthy and happy holiday. — Carla & Dave 


CALL FOR HOLIDAY HOURS 
We Are OPEN MON.-FRI. 8AM-6PM, SAT. 8AM-4PM & SUN. 10AM-4PM 


Check out our website at www.acestadler.com 
3 STADLER STREET, BELCHERTOWN, MA 01007 ¢ 413-323-4521 


Town Administrator Gary Brougham. 

Brougham explained the meeting nor- 
mally occurs on the second Monday in 
May and “historically the annual operating 
budget is approved for the upcoming fiscal 
year which starts on July 1. We also take 
care of other necessary business — the war- 
rant might have 45 to 50 articles on it.” 

This year there were 30 articles on the 
annual meeting warrant to reduce the time 
of the meeting, according to Brougham. 


Mower subject of debate 
at Granby ATM (July 28, 2020) 

An old tradition took on new form on 
July 25, as Granby’s 2020 Annual Town 
Meeting occurred outside in front of 
Granby Junior/Senior High School. The 
82-minute affair was largely uneventful 
with the exception of an interesting conver- 
sation regarding a lawnmower. 

Article 13 called for the town to allot 
$115,000 towards the purchase of an 
air conditioned mower for the Public 
Buildings Department. The Finance 
Committee recommended that the item be 
postponed indefinitely. 


Granby fire chief on unpaid 
administrative leave (June 11, 2020) 
As of June 1, Granby Fire Chief John 

Mitchell Jr. was placed on unpaid adminis- 
trative leave from the Fire Department for 
30 days, according to Town Administrator 
Christopher Martin. 


Since June 1, Deputy Chief Bruce 
Carpenter has been working as acting chief 
of the department. 

The Selectboard sent a letter of notifica- 
tion to Mitchell dated June 1, notifying him 
of “the town’s intention not to renew (his) 
contract as of July 1, 2021,” according to 
the letter. 


Two BOS members call for 
moderator’s resignation (Oct. 29, 2020) 

The Belchertown Selectboard addressed 
a social media post made by an elected 
official last week with varied scrutiny, 
including two members calling for the offi- 
cial’s resignation in its meeting on Monday 
night. 

Town Moderator Amanda Halperin, who 
was elected to the position earlier this year, 
made a Facebook post that Selectboard 
members considered inappropriate, which 
castigated police for not enforcing the 
State’s mask mandate, and indicated the 
lack of enforcement might be because they 
are supporters of President Donald Trump. 


Granby Superintendent to leave district 
(June 18, 2020) 

The high school seniors aren’t 
the only ones who are departing 
from Granby Public School District. 
Effective June 30, Superintendent Sheryl 


See TOP 10, page 12 = 


EARLY DEADLINE 
For All Advertising 
& CLASSIFIEDS 


To celebrate 
CHRISTMAS, 
the Advertising 
Deadline will be 

NOON - 
FRI., DEC. 18 
for the week of 

Dec. 22-25 


Turley& 


Publications, Inc. 
www.turley.com 





To celebrate 
NEW YEAR, 
the Advertising 
Deadline will be 
NOON! - 
WED., DEC. 23 
for the week of 
Dec. 29-Jan. 1 


24 Water Street . & 


Palmer, MA 01069 





413-283-8393 
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There were a total of 9,657 votes cast in the national 
election of the 11,452 registered voters in Belchertown. 

With a large turnout of about 84%, according to 
Belchertown Town Clerk Colleen Foothill-Berte said 
this year marked a record in mail in ballots. “This is the 
most mail in ballots I’ve ever seen,” she said. “In the last 
two national elections, Belchertown voters showed up 
with an 80% turn out, so this was a bigger turn out.” 

Voters in Granby certainly showed up to voice their 
opinion with a total of 82% turnout in the national elec- 
tion with 3,945 of 4,855 voters who cast their ballot. 

In 2016, 1,447 voters voted early, 31% of Granby’s 
registered voters, according to the 2016 Annual town 
report. 

After 27 years of serving as the full-time Belchertown 
Fire Chief Edward Bock announced his retirement in a 
letter to the Belchertown Belchertown. 

With a pending retirement of May 20, 2021, the 
Selectboard wasted no time in discussing the timeline 
for Bock’s replacement. 

A single neutral arbitrator has found that the town of 
Granby did not have just cause to suspend Fire Chief 
John Mitchell for 30 days in May. 

The town was ordered to immediately “rescind the 
Suspension, remove all references to the suspension 
from the Mitchell’s file and make him whole for all 
wages and benefits lost as a result of the suspension, 
less any interim income he would not have received but 
for the suspension,” according to the decision written by 
Arbitrator Mary Ellen Shea. 


December 


Rather than have a single event, the Belchertown 
Cultural Council created a month-long series of events 
for winter light night, including a countdown of the 
lights on the memory tree on the Belchertown Common. 

Teaming up with other local groups including the 
Belchertown Recreation Department, Police Department 
and the Quabbin Art Association, the events included 
a gingerbread house competition, a toy drive, a free art 
event and others. 

During December, towns also saw an increase of 
COVID-19 cases with Granby receiving a ‘red’ desig- 
nation based on case numbers and positivity rate deter- 
mined by the state. 

As of Dec. 12, the case numbers hit an all-time high 
in Belchertown since the pandemic hit in town with a 
total of 46 cases. Previously the highest cases in a week 
was 21 in April. 

There have been 278 cases to date and eight deaths 
due to COVID-19. 

Quabbin Health Director Judy Metcalf spoke about 
the “surge.” 

“We are just seeing the Thanksgiving cases now, I 
saw the first Thanksgiving-related cluster on Friday,” 
Metcalf told the Board of Health. “On Saturday and 
Sunday things slowed down. That will go for another 
week or two until after Christmas...We expect a surge 
upon a surge until mid-January.” 

The COVID-19 Task Force has launched a hotline, 
allowing residents to report large residential gatherings. 
The goal of the hotline is to educate the public about 
the ongoing risks of gathering inside during the winter 
during the pandemic. 

As part of an ongoing discussion around enforcing 
the state mandates to limit the number of people gath- 
ering inside and as Quabbin Health District reported the 
highest COVID-19 cases in a week since the pandemic 
began, the COVID-19 Task Force agreed it was an 
appropriate time to launch the hotline. 
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—. Christmas Services . 





RSVP needed for Christmas 
masses at St. Francis of Assisi 


BELCHERTOWN —-Because of 
safety concerns and restrictions on 
gatherings by the state, attendance at 
mass is limited to 200. 

As a result, Christmas Masses at 
St. Francis of Assisi this year will 
be by reservation only to ensure that 
the church stay below the limit, that 
social distancing is maintained and 
that everyone is safe. Anyone with- 
out a reservation will not be invited 
in. 

Anyone who does not feel well or 
who are particularly vulnerable to 
COVID-19 due to age or underlying 
conditions are encouraged to stay 
home. 

Christmas Mass will be tele- 
vised on BCTV 191 at 4:30 p.m. on 
Christmas Day and online. 

Attendance at all Christmas mass- 
es must be reserved in advance. 
Only those with reservations will be 
allowed in. 

For those who do attend, masks 
and social distancing are required. 
Cleaning and sanitizing protocols are 
in place. Enter by the front doors. 
Ushers will be available to direct 
the flow of entering and exiting the 





Christ Community 
Church hosted its first 
light and live nativity 
display last weekend. 
One member of the 
congregation created 
a COVID-19 tree. 


church to insure social distancing. 

The parish office will be taking 
reservations for the Christmas mass- 
es beginning Dec. 1. Use only the 
front entrance and anyone not on the 
list will be not be allowed in. 

Please arrive no later than 15 min- 
utes — earlier, if possible - before the 
mass time, as social distancing, seat- 
ing and list checking will take time. 

Masses for Christmas Eve (by res- 
ervation only): Thursday, Dec. 24 at 
4 p.m. and 6 p.m. 

Christmas Day, Friday, Dec. 25 
(by reservation only): mass at 8 a.m. 
and 10:30 a.m. 

Feast of the Holy Family: the 
weekend of Dec. 26 to 27, masses 
are the weekend schedule 

Family Blessings will be offered at 
the end of mass. 

New Year’s-Solemnity of Mary the 
Mother of God: Thursday, Dec. 31 
mass will be 

celebrated at 6:30 p.m. and Friday, 
Jan. 1 at 8 and 12:10 a.m. 

The parish office will be tak- 
ing reservations for the Christmas 
Masses beginning Dec. 1. 

Please call 413-323-6272 ext. 1. 


A member of the Christ commit Church congregation took 
photos of the trees on display at the light and live nativity event. 


Christmas Eve 
candlelight 
service 


BELCHERTOWN -— Join the 
members of Christ Community 
Church congregation for a time of 
worship and music focusing on the 
true meaning of Christmas and the 
joy that this season brings. 

The Christmas Eve service will 
take place at 5:30 p.m. both lives- 
treamed, on the Christ Community 
Church Facebook page, and in per- 
son at the church. All social distanc- 
ing and mask-wearing regulations 
will be in place. 

Attendees are asked to sign up 
to attend at the church’s website: 
www.gracefortheway.org, in order to 
ensure there’s enough space in the 
building to follow all social distanc- 
ing guidelines. Christ Community 
Church is located at 1255 Federal 
St. in Belchertown. 

For more information contact the 
church office at 413-253-0292 or 
office @ gracefortheway.org. 


PHOTOS BY MELINA BOURDEAU 





HAVE A SAFE & HAPPY NEW YEAR“ 90 Meat 


USDA INSP. FRESH STORE MADE 


CROWN ROAST OF PORK s#pe5 


NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED lb 





USDA INSP. BONELESS 


CENTER CUT PORK LOIN 


CHOPS OF ROASTS seme > Bre 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN 


BEEF RIB EYE for 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 
IMPORTED NEW ZEALAND 


FRENCHED LAMB RACKS... f° 





STANDING RIB ROAST 
ut $799 WHOLE 





USDA INSP. FRESH 


PORK SHOULDER PicNlc OO, 


HOLIDAY KIELBASA.... 4% 


USDA INSP. 1.25 LB 


HUMMEL BROS 


USDA INSP. STORE MADE 
ALL VARIEITIES FAMILY PACK 


99 


USDA INSP. FRESH STORE MADE 


HOLIDAY ROAST 


BONELESS PORKLONianw <2 n> 


STUFFED WITH HAM, CHEESE, BACON, OLIVES & SPICES 


HOLIDAY HAMS 


USDA INSP. HATFIELD 16-20 LB 
OKINLESS & SHANKLESS 


WHOLE SMOKED HAM... ai; 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 49 


1/2 SPIRAL HAM 





USDA INSP. FROZEN SMOKED BUTT OR SHANK 


{/2 HAM PORTIONS..... / OF 


OR HALF 
USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 


BEEF TENDERLOIN 


a 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


spac 


GOOSE sania oD 
iD eminissiimnniininis ae 


USDA INSP. [QF FROZEN - PARTY CUT 


CHICKEN WINGS «1s sxc 


$799 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN 


BEEF STRIPLOIN 
STEAKS 


“At 


FULLY COOKED 
MEATBALLS 51s sa ca 


INSP. [QF FROZEN 


RAW PEELED SHRIMP 
16/20 COUNT ois sacansen 


$999 
$14" 





USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 


BEEF TOP SIRLOIN 
SPOON ROAST 
“3° 
SALE DATES: 
12/24/20 - 12/30/20 


Will Close 12/31 at 4PM 
Closed 1/1/2021 





BUY DIRECT FOR sm SAVINGS » SELECTION SERVICE 


INSP. [QF FROZEN 


COOKED SHRIMP 
SIMO COUNT oissicon 1 4° 


CMe i(gac) 90 Avocado St. 


HOURS: Mon. - Wed. 8-4 
Thurs. 8-6 © Fri. 8-6 ° Sat, 8-3 


Springfield 
413-737-1288 


www.90meat.com 


We reserve the right 
to limit quantities. 
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MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


BELCHERTOWN -— It can be a task 
to form a new group in a typical year, 
let alone during a pandemic, but the 
Belchertown Justice Collaborative not only 
hosted a vigil honoring Black people who 
have lost their lives to police brutality, it 
has also continued its work on behalf of 
racial justice efforts. 

The Belchertown Justice Collaborative, 
which formed in June after the death of 
George Floyd did so to “start a long-term 
conversation about racial justice, account- 
ability and community solidarity in 
Belchertown,” according to its Facebook 
page. 

The group is comprised of teenagers 
and young adults intent on making change, 
beginning in their backyard. 

Since its start, the BJC has hosted 
and co-hosted multiple events through- 
out town — from the vigil, sponsored by 
the Belchertown Cultural Alliance to the 
iShape MA educational campaign, hosting 
a double-feature drive-in movie with the 
Belchertown Recreation Department and 
others. 

Belchertown Selectboard Chair Gail 
Gramarossa said their vigil for George 
Floyd and Black people who have died due 
to police brutality was the “highlight” of 
the summer. 

“It’s rarer sometimes when you think 
about maintaining momentum after one 
event and continuing that can sometimes be 
a challenge, but (the BJC) found partners to 


The Belchertown Justice Collaborative, a group of teenagers and young adults, are the newcomers of 2020.The group formed in June and has hosted and 


cohosted several events in town. 


collaborate with to keep these issues alive,” 
Gramarossa said. 

She added that is especially impressive 
to her to see the group lead and organize 


the vigil in the summer to make sure the 


experiences of its members were shared. 


With a recently awarded grant relat- 
ed to an upcoming project at the former 


Belchertown State School property with 
the Belchertown Justice Collaborative, it 
appears the BJC will continue its efforts in 
2021 as well. 





KHeausmaker of the 


COV 





Judy Metcalf, Quabbin Health Director 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


BELCHERTOWN -— In a year domi- 
nated by the global pandemic with infor- 
mation and guidance changing, Quabbin 
Health District Director Judy Metcalf 
worked to inform the public about 
COVID-19, precautions and guidance 
since the pandemic reached Belchertown 
in March. 

Metcalf said the health district and the 
Board of Health have always been respon- 
sible for tracking communicable diseases, 
among others. 

“We’ve been prepared and have done 


our work in the background,’ Metcalf said 
in an interview. “COVID-19 disease sur- 
veillance and tracking overtook the depart- 
ment and, without a doubt, has never been 
at the forefront, so publicly.” 

SelectBoard Chair and previous member 
of the Board of Health, Gail Gramarossa, 
said in most cases people didn’t know 
about the Board of Health until “some- 
thing goes wrong.” 

“People don’t typically think about 
the safety guidelines of septic systems 
or restaurants, for example,” Gramarossa 
said. “To me, having resources is critical. 
With the COVID-19 Task Force, as well as 
every department in town, Judy has been 


CASH PAID 
HAMPSHIRE TOWING 


Time To Glean Up Your Property! 
FOR UNWANTED VEHICLES 


& EQUIPMENT 


Trucks ¢ Vans ¢ Cars ¢ Trailers 
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Call 24 hours a day 413-534-5373 


Hampshire Towing is also a full service towing and recovery company anywhere! 
NO BOATS, NO CAMPERS, TRAILERS OR RV’S € "VISA || eae, 














a resource providing guidance and clarity 
around what they’re supposed to do.” 

Metcalf has also worked to educate the 
public about COVID-19 and how to be 
safer during the pandemic through the 
creation of signage as well as advisories to 
residents and committees alike. 

Each week, Metcalf has posted COVID- 
19 data for the Quabbin Health district, 
which includes Pelham and Ware. From 
March to December, Metcalf added data 
from the state, cluster data and created 
graphics tracking the town’s data over 
time. 


TOP 10P - from page 10 


Stanton is leaving her position to become 
the superintendent of Mohawk Trail and 
Hawlemont Regional School District in 
Buckland. 

In her letter, Stanton said retiring Pupil 
Services Director, Carol Hepworth, has 
postponed her retirement to serve as inter- 
im superintendent. 


Fair committee reschedules 163rd 
Belchertown Fair to 2021 (July 16, 2020) 

Without an official vote, the 
Belchertown Fair Committee decided to 
cancel this year’s fair. 

Chair of the Belchertown Fair 
Committee, Mark Nute said he spoke with 
Quabbin Health District Director Judy 
Metcalf this was almost a day or so after 
the Big E had canceled their fair. 

“T talked to Judy a little bit, and I said let 
us know what we can take and do to make 
things happen if it does,’ Nute said. “She 
said the amusement part of the fair would 
not happen. The social distancing with the 
tents and social and kids’ tents weren’t 
going to happen.” 


for all PUBLIC NOTICES... 


to run the week of 
December 21-25, 2020: 


e Thursday, Dec. 17 at NOON 
The Register, Sentinel, 
The Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 
Agawam Advertiser News, 
Quaboag Current 
e Friday, Dec. 18 at Noon 
Barre Gazette, Country Journal, 
Ware River News 
The Journal Register 
e Monday, Dec. 21 at noon 
» Town Reminder, 
Chicopee Register and 
The Holyoke Sun 








to run the week of 
December 28 - 
January 1, 2021: 


e Wednesday, Dec. 23 at noon 
The Register, Sentinel, 

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 
Agawam Advertiser News, 
Quaboag Current, Barre Gazette, 
Country Journal, Ware River News 
The Journal Register 

e Monday, Dec. 28 at noon 

Town Reminder, Chicopee Register 
and The Holyoke Sun 
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GCAM hosts holiday 
programming 


GRANBY -— The following are the events and sched- 
ule for the holidays from Granby Community Access 
and Media. 

On Channel 15, GCAM will be airing a Yule Log all 
day Christmas Eve and Christmas Day for residents to 
put in the background while preparing for their “stay- 
at-home Christmas” activities. 


Thursday, Dec. 24 
e 7 a.m. - Seniors on the Move 
e 8 a.m. - Alivelihood 
e 9 a.m. - In the Garden with Liz 
e 10 a.m. - Healthy Bones & Balance 
e 11 a.m. - Norfolk Knitting School 
e 12 p.m. - Songspeak 
e | p.m. - Letters to Santa Recap 
e 4 p.m. - Granby UCC Christmas Service 
e 7 p.m. - Granby UCC Christmas Pageant 
e 7:30 p.m. - Letters to Santa: Night Before Christmas 
¢ 9 p.m. - MA Military Gold Star Families Tribute 
e 10 p.m. - Granby UCC Christmas Service 


Friday, Dec. 25 
e 12 a.m. - Granby UCC Christmas Service 
¢ 6 a.m. - MA Military Gold Star Families Tribute 
e 7 a.m. - Granby UCC Christmas Service 
9 a.m. - Granby UCC Christmas Pageant 
9:30 a.m. - 2019 Granby Music All Grades Concert 
11:30 a.m. - Letters to Santa Recap 
1:30 p.m. - MA Military Gold Star Families Tribute 
2 p.m. - Granby UCC Christmas Service 
3:30 p.m. - Granby UCC Christmas Pageant 
4 p.m. - MA Military Gold Star Families Tribute 
4:30 p.m. - 2019 Granby Music All Grades Concert 
6:30 p.m. - Granby UCC Christmas Service 
8:30 p.m. - Granby UCC Christmas Pageant 
9 p.m. - MA Military Gold Star Families Tribute 
e 9:30 p.m. - Letters to Santa Recap 


On Dec. 26, there will be two marathons going on 
both Channels 12 and 15 reflecting the programming 
that GCAM aired over 2020. Channel 12 will includes 
things such as the Class of ‘70-’79 GJSHS Reunion, 
the East Meadow Teacher Parade, and the 75th 
Anniversary of Victory in Japan with Todd Carpenter. 

On Channel 15, GCAM will be including the various 
sports games that happened in 2020 along with various 
talks and events such as the GJSHS Health Fair that 
happened. GCAM will even feature some of the proj- 
ects that came out of the GJSHS A/V Production class. 
GCAM will have times ready to go for Channel 15 on 
Facebook, Instagram, and its newsletter where residents 
can sign up on the website at www.granbymedia.com. 
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Little Friends 
Child Care Center 
58 Daniel Shays Hwy. (Rt. 202 No.) Belchertown 
Caring for Children 12mos. - 9 years 
Full day, before and 
after school programs 
morning preschool program 


413-323-8447 


Lic. # 8309640 littlefriends39.com 


SEPTIC 
PUMPING 


e pumping 

e new installation 
e repairs 

e Title 5 inspection 
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323-6664 
FREE ESTIMATES 


Year Round ~<& 
Enrollment 


Belchertown 


Is Our Specialty 
¢ 24 hr. Burner Service 


& Boilers 
Q om ple : eh Construction 
. . Renovations 
Septic Service LLC 


Jason Lafleur « David Kibbe 


413-323-4327 
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Used Cars e Windshields 
Expert Body & Fender 


AUTO BODY 


@) fos) e)alaleji(-kommcer=te. 
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HEATING & OIL COMPANY 
Sheet Metal Fabrication 


¢ Automatic Fuel Delivery 


¢ Replacement of Furnaces 


¢ New Customer Discounts 


413-323-4123 
221 N. Liberty * Belchertown 


Holiday offerings at the Granby Library 


GRANBY -— The following are 
upcoming holiday events by Granby 
Public Library. 

Kid’s help make New Year’s Eve 
sparkle at the Granby Library 

Between Dec. 29 to 31 pick up a 
kit to make a firework wand and take 
home a noisemaker and glow stick 
necklace. The Granby library has 
multiple copies of “Happy New Year 
everywhere” and the night before 
New Year’s Eve, as for a copy for 
curbside pick up. Need some movies 
to watch or other books to read? Ask 
for a curbside pick up by calling the 
library ahead during open hours at 
467-3320. 

Teens, stop by the Granby Library 
to get your glow on for New Years 

Stop by the library lobby Dec. 29 
to 31 during library hours Tuesday 
through Friday from 10:30 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. to pick up a couple of glow 
stick necklaces. Limit two per teen. 
Need some movies to watch or books 
to read? Ask for a curbside pick up by 


calling the library ahead during open 
hours at 467-3320. 

Family movie night holiday theme 
DVD binge boxes 

A binge box is a box/bag with three 
DVD’s hand-selected for you by the 
librarians, a bag of microwave pop- 
corn, an activity and a small gift to 
brighten your day. 

Library staff will ask your 
child(ren)’s age(s). You can request a 
personalized box, feel free to ask for 
books, music. 

To request a holiday binge box 
call the library 467-3320 or email the 
library at granbypubliclibrary @ gmail. 
com. 

Library staff answer calls and 
emails on open library days Tuesday 
through Friday from 10:30 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. 

Kid - made ornaments to “gift or 
keep” kits 

Stop by for a take and make orna- 
ment kit, in the library lobby from 
Tuesday through Friday from 10:30 


a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

A little glue added to our kits and 
you'll have some homemade holiday 
ornaments to add a special touch to 
your tree or a great gift for someone 
special. 

Bagged kits will be created for 
younger and older youth. It is first 
come first serve. 

Holiday books for sale .50 

A selection of “like new” holiday 
books are on the bottom shelf of our 
Ornament Kit cart. Each book is .50. 

Envelopes are provided — put the 
book payment in the envelope, then 
put the envelope in book drop. 

Holiday craft bags for Jr/Sr High 
schoolers 

Get crafty! Choose an ornament kit 
and some winter magic coloring pages 
at the Granby Library 

While supplies last. Stop by the 
library lobby during library hours 
from Tuesday to Friday from 10:30 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 


Freedom Credit Union to support Pioneer 
Valley USO with matching donations 


Public encouraged to 
make online donations 
through Dec. 31 


SPRINGFIELD — Throughout the 
month of December, Freedom Credit 
Union will partner with its members 
and the local community to raise 
funds to benefit the Pioneer Valley 
USO. Freedom will match total dona- 
tions made through Dec. 31 up to 
$2,500. 

The mission of the USO (United 
Service Organizations) is to strength- 
en America’s military service mem- 
bers by keeping them connected to 
family, home and country through- 
out their service to our country. 
The Pioneer Valley USO, locat- 
ed at Westover Air Reserve Base in 
Chicopee: 
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Welding ¢ Fabrication ¢ Hydraulic 
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs ¢ Snow Plow e Sanders 
DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER? 
Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts! 


Amherst Welding, Inc. 
(413) 253-4867 


330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA 


our Lo 
us 


STADLER ACE HARDWARE 
WE ARE A UPS DROP CENTER! 


Let us help with your shipping needs and 
post-holiday returns! You can drop off 
labelled and prepaid/preauthorized UPS 
return parcels. We can also print shipping 
labels for packages 
that you pay to ship! 
How easy is that? 
Call for details and estimates. 
CALL FOR HOLIDAY HOURS 


3 STADLER STREET, BELCHERTOWN, MA ¢ 413-323-4521 
OPEN MON.— FRI. 8-6, SAT. 8-4, SUN. 10 -4 


a (RO 


_ Slate * Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters 
a=—=s Historical Restoration ¢ Flat Roofing * Snow Removal 


Tel. 413-283-4395 © Cell 413-237-9434 ===? 


www.RobertsRoofsinc.com 


e Provides more than 102,000 Ibs. 
of food to over 3,200 individuals 
annually through the Emergency Food 
Pantry 

e Supports more than 600 fam- 
ilies with holiday food baskets for 
Thanksgiving and Christmas annually 

e Sends more than 500 care pack- 
ages to deployed military men and 
women around the world 

e Is funded entirely by private dona- 
tions, sponsorships and grants 

e Supports both Westover Air 
Reserve Base in Chicopee and Barnes 
Air National Guard Base in Westfield. 

Donations can be made to 
Freedom’s matching drive online at 
bit.ly/393WCzo. 

“We wanted to do something to 
help care for those who sacrifice so 
much for our freedom,” said President 
Glenn Welch. “The Pioneer Valley 
USO was set up in the 1940s to help 
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local service families in need by serv- 
ing meals and providing food through 
a pantry at Westover Air Reserve 
Base. With all the challenges this 
year, the organization has experienced 
a dip in donations, and we’d like to 
help fix this.” 

“During this holiday season, there 
are about 220,000 American men and 
women on active duty in 100 coun- 
tries who will not be home for the 
holidays,” said Allan Tracy, executive 
director, Pioneer Valley USO. “We 
appreciate Freedom’s generosity in 
soliciting and matching donations to 
help relieve some of our service mem- 
bers’ stress by helping to ensure their 
families are cared for.” 

For information about the full range 
of services offered by Freedom Credit 
Union, visit freedom.coop. 
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Proud publishers of 
12 community newspapers 
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Publications, Inc. 


Call Maureen McGarrett 
at 413-283-8393 
or email: 
mmcgarrett@turley.com 
to advertise your 





business here! 
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— POLICE LOGS 


Belchertown Police 


Editor’s note: The following are brief 
explanations of select entries in the 
Belchertown Police log and arrests for the 
weeks of Dec. 9 through Dec. 15. The infor- 
mation was provided by a member of the 
police department based on the review of 
the detailed log summary. This feature is 
designed to provide context and explana- 
tion to some of the calls police respond to 
every day. Of the 280 calls police respond- 
ed to, there were 25 incidents, two acci- 
dents, five arrest/summons and two cita- 
tions. 


ARRESTS/SUMMONS 
Wednesday, Dec. 9 

4:20 p.m. — A 37-year-old Belchertown 
man was issued a summons for use of 
motor vehicle without authority. Officers 
spoke with a person who loaned their car to 
a coworker. After some time, the coworker 
didn’t return the car, which was supposed 
to be brough back after 20 minutes. At 6:39 
p.m. the coworker called the person who 
said they would be back in an addition- 
al 30 minutes. The caller wanted charges 
pressed. 


Friday, Dec. 11 

4:31 p.m. — A 44-year-old Belchertown 
man was issued a summons for an unlawful 
wiretap. The suspect went to another police 
department and spoke with an officer with 
a secretly recorded conversation between 
themselves and their partner at their home. 
The suspect recorded the conversation in 
order to try to incriminating statements 
from their partner to use in court. 


Sunday, Dec. 13 
9:17 p.m. — Christy L. Duford, 42, of 
112 Balfour Dr. Springfield, was arrested 
on charges of operating under the influ- 
ence of alcohol, negligent operation of a 


CLUES ACROSS 

1. Crow species 

4. Partner to flow 

7. Male offspring 

8. Sedate 

10. Orange beverage 

12. Pair of small 
hand drums 

13. 12th month of 
Jewish civil year 

14. Former Pirates 
star Jason 

16. Computer 
company 

17. Made angry 

19. Beverage 
container 

20. Charlize Theron 
film “Flux” 

21. Localities 

25. Consume 

26. Don’t know 
when yet 

2/. Bed style 

29. Make a low, 


continuous 
sound 

30. Wrath 

31. Pollinates 
flowers 

32. Association 

39. Prejudice 

41. Unhealthy 

42. Hasidic religious 
leader 

43. Distinctive 
philosophy 

44. Short-term 
memory 

45. In a good way 

46. Emperors of 
Ethiopia 

48. Imaginary line 

49. Of barium 

50. One’s sense of 
self-esteem 

51. Man who 
behaves 
dishonorably 

52. Monetary unit 


CLUES DOWN 





motor vehicle and a marked lanes violation. 
Dispatch got a call about an erratic vehi- 
cle which came into the caller’s lane and 
almost hit them head on. The driver of the 
erratic vehicle was travelling southbound 
and the caller turned around and followed 
the suspect’s car. An officer got behind 
the suspect’s car on Chauncey Walker Rd. 
when they reached the golf course, the sus- 
pect stuck the curb almost hit a street lamp. 
The officer pulled the suspect over and 
spoke with them, getting a strong odor of 
alcohol. The suspect said they had two 
martinis. A sobriety test was given and the 
suspect was unsteady on their feet. They 
were placed under arrest. When an inven- 
tory of the vehicle was taken, an empty nip 
was found in car and a full one was found 
in a purse. There was fresh damage to the 
vehicle and photos were taken. The suspect 
was later released on personal reconnais- 
sance to appear in court at a later date. 


ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS 


Thursday, Dec. 10 
4:21 pm. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 


Friday, Dec. 11 

9 a.m. — The school resource officer 
took a call person about an online incident 
involving two students. The officer spoke 
with the party the next morning. The stu- 
dent messaged another student in a chat 
and they had prior incidents together. The 
officer spoke with the involved parties who 
were advised to contact officer if there was 
another involved incidents. 

10:16 a.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

11:12 a.m. — Officers responded to a 
Chauncey Walker Rd. business with 
Belchertown Fire and EMTs for a report 
of a forklift accident. A male party suf- 
fered a leg injury. The party exited the fork- 
lift to check on the load and he said he 


22. Advantage 
23. Type of tree 
24. Luke’s mentor 


1. Rear of 
(nautical) 

2. He minds the 
net 

3. Ring-shaped 
objects 

4.When you hope 
to get there 

5. Young children 

6. Beloved hobbit 

8. Pigpen 

9. Wish harm upon 

11. Quick=eyed 
(Scottish) 

14. Scrooge’s 
phrase “___ 
Humbug” 

15. One more 

18. A ballplayer 
who only hits 

19. Once vital TV 
part 

20. Sixth month of 
Jewish civil year 


2/.Life stories 

28. Vase 

29. Tiny 

31. Package (abbr.) 

32. A photog’s tool 

33. Wood 

34. One of the six 
noble gases 
(abbr.) 

35. Pueblo people 
of New Mexico 

36. Wild goats 

37. A way to 
comply 

38. Horatio _, 
British admiral 

39. Actress Leslie 

40. Sir Newton 

44. Pouch 

47. Have already 
done 


was sure he set the parking break. He was 
then pinned between forklift and truck. The 
man was transported with serious injuries. 
Ludlow Fire Dept. was contacted for mutu- 
al aid. 

2:57 p.m. — Officers responded to a res- 
idence for a report of a medical call. The 
officer assisted Belchertown fire and para- 
medics on scene. Mutual aid was contacted 
and Amherst responded for mutual aid. 

3:58 p.m. —The Belchertown K-9 offi- 
cer responded to Granby to assist Granby 
Police for a mutual aid K-9 request to 
tracking from crashed motor vehicle area 
to locate the driver who was in the woods 
behind the crash. 

4:36 p.m. — Officers took a report from a 
resident who said they ordered a laptop in 
the last month which was supposed to be 
delivered on Dec. 3. The caller said they 
were told it was delivered on midnight at 
on Dec. 3 and the last location was out on 
delivery on truck in Chicopee. They were 
unable to provide with information about 
the delivery. The caller was the delivery 
company was going to contact the driver. 
The person called the company they pur- 
chased the laptop from and was told to file 
a police report. 

7:08 p.m. — Officers spoke with a res- 
ident on phone who said earlier that day 
a delivery company was dropping off a 
package at their home when they struck the 
resident’s garage door. The contractor was 
contacted. The supervisor told the person 
that they should get an estimate for the 
repairs and the company would take care 
of the cost. 


Saturday, Dec. 12 

1:32 p.m. — Officers spoke with a North 
Washington St. resident concerning their 
window being shot by a BB gun. There was 
several holes in the window sill and BBs 
found. There are no suspects and no other 
information at this time. 

4:07 p.m. — Officers responded to North 
Liberty St. residence for an out of control 
12-year-old child. There was an argument 
and the child destroyed different things in 
the house. 

8:49 p.m. — Officers responded for State 
St. residence for a report of garage door 
that was smashed in. It appeared someone 
drove a vehicle into it. The glass windows 
were completely destroyed and the party 
said they didn’t received any deliveries 
recently. The resident said they would be 
in contact with their landlord to report the 
incident. 


Sunday, Dec. 13 

10:19 a.m. — Officers responded to an 
accident at a storage facility. The vehicle 
was at the entrance of a storage complex 
on Harris Way, when the driver exited the 
vehicle, and failed to put it into park. The 
vehicle drove forward as the gate opened. 
The vehicle hit the gate and bent it. There 
were cracks to the gate and damage to the 
front end of the vehicle. 

10:41 a.m. — An officer dispatched to the 
intersection Cold Spring Rd and Michael 
Sears Rd for a report of stop sign that was 
bent. There were no tire tracks, but the offi- 
cer noted the street name sign was missing. 
The sign was able to stand upright, but 
Belchertown DPW was contacted to secure 
the sign. 

1:52 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

4:36 p.m. — Officer dispatched to a Front 
St. business for a report of an employee 
that was pushed. There were two parties 
yelling at each other, while in the doorway 
and one allegedly pushed another into the 
door frame. No injuries were reported. The 
officer spoke with the other parties from 
their perspective didn’t think they even 
touched the other party. The matter didn’t 
meet the threshold of pressing charges. 


Monday, Dec. 14 

3:06 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
unemployment fraud. 

9:11 p.m. — An officer was running radar 
when they observed a motor vehicle it drift 
into the other lane. The officer saw the 
operator using their cell phone while driv- 
ing. The officer was going to pull over the 
operator after noticing they were also trav- 
elling faster than the speed limit. The vehi- 
cle continued to accelerate to avoid being 


pulled over. The officer put on their lights 
and they turned right on North Liberty St. 
to go to Three Rivers. The officer lost sight 
of the motor vehicle and at the intersection 
at North St. the officer saw the vehicle stop 
and drive past the underpass. The vehicle 
continued onto Railroad St. Dispatch con- 
tacted Palmer Police Department. Officers 
checked the area and couldn’t locate the 
driver. 


Tuesday, Dec. 15 

1:52 p.m. — Belchertown officers and 
fire/paramedics responded to a residence 
for a party who was injured during a past 
disturbance. 

3:03 p.m. — Officers responded to an 
accident on George Hannum. One vehicle 
was travelling north on George Hannum 
when the operator slowed for children who 
were riding bikes. The first operator was 
struck from behind by a second vehicle. 
The second vehicle then fled the scene. 

3:35 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
harassment from a resident. The party was 
advised of the process to obtain an abuse 
prevention order. 

3:52 p.m. — A person came into the sta- 
tion concerned about the welfare of their 
significant other after they had an argu- 
ment. Dispatch put out a broadcast for the 
party. The person wanted them to come 
home and the partner wasn’t home. Then 
the next day, one of the officers spoke with 
customs in Holton, Maine after the signif- 
icant other crossed boarder into Canada. 
The party was told they needed to quaran- 
tine and they wanted to come back to the 
US. They were then released. 

4:45 p.m. — A North Washington St. 
resident reported they found several open 
packages on the side of the road, five were 
opened and four times were left behind. 
The residents notified the department 
and an officer took the items back to the 
station and contacted the owners. Three 
of the packages belonged to residents in 
Belchertown, one belonged to a resident 
in Hadley and another to a Ludlow resi- 
dent. Officers tried to make contact with 
the parties about the packages which didn’t 
appear to be delivered its proper location. 
It was unknown if the delivery driver was 
involved. 

11:16 p.m. — An officer took a phone 
report of stolen bicycle which occurred 
five days prior. The blue Mongoose fat tire 
style mountain bike was stolen off the back 
porch of the residence. The bike was locat- 
ed at the former Belchertown Day School 
by an officer working a traffic detail. The 
bicycle was brought back to the station and 
put into evidence. The owner was advised. 


Granby Police 


Editor’s Note: The Granby Police 
Department responded to 128 calls for the 
week of Dec. 12 through Dec. 17. Those 
arrested are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of law. All infor- 
mation is provided by the Granby Police 
Department. 


Friday, Dec. 11 
3:36 p.m. — Officers investigated a motor 
vehicle accident on Chicopee St. The oper- 
ator lost control of their vehicle and drove 
off the roadway. 


Saturday, Dec. 12 
1:23 p.m. — Officers investigated a two- 
car accident on East State St. Injuries were 
reported. 


Sunday, Dec. 13 
2:56 p.m. — Officers investigated a theft 
from a resident’s garage. The incident is 
still under investigation. 


Tuesday, Dec. 15 
5:07 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
credit card fraud. The incident is still under 
investigation. 


Thursday, Dec. 17 
11:22 a.m. — Officers investigate motor 
vehicle accident on East State St. The oper- 
ator lost control of their vehicle and drove 
off the roadway. 
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Desormier laments on lost season 


TIM PETERSON 
Sports Correspondent 


WORCESTER— The 
Worcester State University men’s 
basketball team ended the 2019- 
20 regular season tied for first 
place with Westfield State in the 
Massachusetts State Collegiate 
Athletic Conference (MASCAC) 
standings. With several key play- 
ers returning this winter, the 
expectations were extremely high 
for the Lancers. 

Just like the other six 
MASCAC men’s basketball 
team’s, Worcester State will not 
be playing any games this winter 
due to the COVID-19 Pandemic. 

“We probably would’ve been 
one of the favorites to win our 
conference title and qualify for 
the NCAA Division 3 tourna- 
ment,” said Worcester State senior 
guard Joe Desormier, who was 
an outstanding three-sport athlete 
at Granby High School. “When 
our season was canceled, it was 
definitely a bummer, but they 
did make the right decision with 
everything that’s going on.” 

The decision to cancel the 
2020-21 winter sports season 
was made by the MASCAC 
Presidents. 

Even before the basketball sea- 


son had been called off, every- 
thing was a little bit different for 
Desormier and his teammates. 
“Since I’ve been 
a student here at 
Worcester State, I 
would start play- 
ing pick-up basket- 
ball games and lift- 
ing in September,” 
Desormier said. “We 
weren’t allowed to do 
those things this year. 
We also had fewer 
team-oriented events. 
All of my classes are 
virtual this semester.” 
All of the stu- 
dent-athletes, who 
had their college sea- 
sons canceled because 
of COVID-19, will be 
eligible to play one more season. 
Desormier, who’s majoring in 
Business Administration, most 
likely won’t be returning to the 
Lancers basketball team next year. 
“T’m going to be graduating 
next spring and I already have 
a job offer with the Martin J 
Clayton Insurance Agency, which 
is in Holyoke,’ Desormier said. 
“My father (Rob) is also in the 
insurance field and he has taught 
me a lot about the business. My 
college basketball career is prob- 
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Joe Desormier, a 
standout athlete at 
Granby, has lost out on 
the 2020-2021 season 
at Worcester State. 


ably over.” 

The President of the Clayton 
Insurance Agency is Michael 
Regan, who lives in 
Granby. 

Joe’s father is 
also a member of 
the Chicopee Public 
Schools Athletic Hall 
of Fame. He played 
football, basket- 
ball, and baseball at 
Comp. 

“From all of the 
stories I’ve been 
told about my father 
growing up, he was a 
great athlete in high 
school,” Joe said. “I 
always try my best 
to follow in his foot- 
steps.” 

Another person who has been 
very supportive throughout Joe’s 
high school and college athletic 
career 1s his mother, Sue. 

“T just want to thank my par- 
ents for everything they’ve done 
for me,” he said. “Nothing I’ve 
accomplished could’ve been done 
without them, it’s something Ill 
never forget.” 

Granby High School currently 
doesn’t have an Athletic Hall of 
Fame, but if they did have one, 
Joe Desormier would certainly be 


a leading candidate to be inducted 
into the Hall of Fame. 

The Rams boys’ varsity bas- 
ketball team, which is coached 
by Tim Sheehan, advanced to the 
Western Mass. Division 4 semifi- 
nal game three times in the four 
years that Desormier was a mem- 
ber of the team. 

In Desormier’s final high 
school basketball game, the Rams 
lost a heartbreaker to Monson by 
one point in the semifinal game, 
which were held at the historic 
Curry Hicks Cage located on the 
UMass-Amherst campus. 

“We lost three times in the 
Western Mass. semifinals and we 
could never get over the hump,” 
Desormier said. “Losing those 
games was like getting stabbed in 
the back, especially in my senior 
year. We were the favorites to win 
the Division 4 title that year. We 
had a bunch of talented three- 
sport athletes and we had all of 
the pieces to win it all, but we just 
couldn’t get the job done. It was 
great having the opportunity to 
play several basketball games at 
the Cage.” 

Desormier was also a four-year 
member of the Rams boys’ soccer 
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Soccer changes affected approach to game 


TIM PETERSON 
Sports Correspondent 


REGION—The MIAA made 
several rule changes to the sport of 
soccer this past fall due to COVID- 
19, 

It took a couple of matches for 
the players, coaches, and referees 
to get used to the new modified 
rules. 

“It did take some time for the 
players to get used to the new 
rules. We’re hoping to go back to 
soccer without modifications next 
year,’ said Monson girls’ varsity 
soccer coach Eric Degnan. “The 
players deserve a lot of credit. You 
also have to give the referees a lot 
of credit as well. It wasn’t very 
easy for them either.” 

Granby girls varsity soccer 
coach Robert Weaver was happy 
his players had the opportunity to 
play some matches this fall. 

“The girls were very happy just 
to be getting together, practicing 
and playing soccer while following 
the modifications,’ Weaver said. 
“At Granby, we had great back- 
ing from the school’s administra- 
tion, school committee, and health 
department.” 

One of the rule changes was the 
elimination of throw-ins. When 
the ball crossed the touchline, the 
restart was a kick-in, which was 
the same as an indirect kick. The 
ball was placed on the spot on the 
touchline where the ball went out 
of bounds or behind it. 

Ludlow boys’ varsity soccer 
coach Greg Kolodziey really didn’t 
mind the elimination of throw-ins. 
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ABOVE: Girls soccer 
adjusted to the mod- 
ified rules of soccer, 
which included no 
throw-ins and goalies 
could not punt over 
the half line. 





LEFT: Boys soccer had 
to do without head 
balls, a big part of the 
attack game. 


“We have benefitted over the 
years from having a player who 
could throw it far,’ Kolodziey said. 
“You could create more scoring 
chances on more restarts with the 
kick-in.” 

There were also no head balls 
allowed. 

“I think the rule change that 
affected the game the most was 
elimination of head balls. I’ve 
never seen so many well-exe- 
cuted shoulder balls in my life,” 
Kolodziey added. “But there were 
a lot of good scoring chances 
missed by all the teams due to not 
being allowed to head the ball.” 

Players were not allowed to 
make intentional physical contact 
with an opposing player. 

“We always stress the impor- 
tance of not committing reckless 
and needless fouls,” Kolodziey 
said. “If the health situation is 
under control, I do think all the 
modified rules will be changed 
back next season.” 

Goalkeepers weren’t allowed to 
kick, punt dropkick, or throw the 
ball in the air beyond the midfield 
line. 

If the ball did travel in the air 
beyond the midfield line with- 
out touching a player, the result- 
ing restart was an indirect kick 
for the opposing team from 
the spot it crossed midfield. 
“T strongly disliked the rule where 
the goalie could not punt, or goal 
kick the ball over half,’ said Ware 
boys varsity soccer coach Jesse 
Trzpit “To me, it didn’t make a lot 


See SOCCER, page 16 « 





www.sports.turley.com 


WINTER SEASON 


Several 
unknowns 
for winter 
sports 
Season 


GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION —- In Western 
Massachusetts, winter sports 
are scheduled to begin in early 
January, but that is pending 
the creation of a new sched- 
ule and the Pioneer Valley 
Interscholastic Athletic 
Conference forming geograph- 
ic “bubble” leagues for bas- 
ketball and hockey, as well as 
swimming. 

In November, the PVIAC 
agreed to go ahead with winter 
sports, but made a number of 
rulings: 

¢ Compete in a bubble that 
will limit contact with fewer 
athletes (schools). 

e Start date for winter sports 
January 4, 2021 through 
February 20, 2021 

e The scheduled amount of 
games will be: Team sports 
(Basketball, Swimming, Ice 
Hockey) 10-12 Skiing 5-6 con- 
test 

e No independent varsity 
contests, only those given by 
schedulers. 

e Spectators for Indoor 
Games TBD. 

¢ Out of season coaching: 
There will be no out of sea- 
son coaching during the Winter 
Season 

e Strongly recommend no 
captains practices. 

With the recent rollout of 
a vaccine as well as a second 
one now in the pipeline that 
could accelerate the vaccina- 
tion process, it is unclear if 
decisions made about fans will 
be revisited at some point. 

Another decision that must 
be made is what schools will 
be participating in the winter 
season. 

Changes that have already 
been made for the sea- 
son include the addition of 
Southwick to the winter ranks. 
Southwick’s school committee 
did not allow the school to par- 
ticipate in the fall season, but 
has agreed to support the win- 
ter season. Southwick has boys 
and girls basketball as well as 
ice hockey. 

Belchertown, while it will 
allow swimming and bas- 
ketball, hockey is not being 
allowed due to the fact the 
UMass practice rink, their 
home ice, is not available. 
Belchertown’s school commit- 
tee confirmed other options 
for Belchertown would be 
in communities that current- 
ly in the red status for being 
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T-Birds announce massive teddy bear donation 


SPRINGFIELD —- The 
Springfield Thunderbirds’ 
Foundation is pleased to 
announce a donation of over 
1,000 teddy bears and stuffed 
animals to local charitable part- 
ners, the culmination of a suc- 
cessful Drive-Thru Teddy Bear 
Toss presented by Teddy Bear 
Pools & Spas, that was held on 
Saturday, Dec. 12 outside of the 
MassMutual Center in downtown 
Springfield. 

This morning, the 
Thunderbirds’ mascot Boomer, 
along with staff members, 
made deliveries of hundreds of 
stuffed animals to Square One, 
Center for Human Development 
(CHD), Boys and Girls Club 
of Springfield, and the Boys & 
Girls Club, Family Center in 
Springfield. 

“Our holiday celebrations are 
looking much different this year, 
but the Springfield Thunderbirds 
have proven that with a bit of cre- 
ativity and careful planning, the 
children in our community can 
still experience the magic of the 
season,” says Kristine Allard, 
Vice President of Development 
& Communications, Square 
One. “We are so grateful to Nate 
Costa and the entire Thunderbirds 
community for keeping the tradi- 
tion of the Teddy Bear Toss alive. 
Our children will be overjoyed!” 

Due to the COVID-19 pandem- 
ic, the annual Teddy Bear Toss 
event was much different than 
previous years. Instead of toss- 
ing the bears onto the ice after 
the first T-Birds first goal during 
a home game in December, fans 
brought their new teddy bears or 
stuffed animals down and ‘tossed’ 
them out of their vehicles as part 
of the Drive-Thru Teddy Bear 
Toss at the MassMutual Center 
on the corner of Main St. and 
Bruce Landon Way. Boomer, the 
Nicebox Icebox, and front office 
staff were present to collect dona- 
tions and properly package and 
sanitize them. Those that couldn’t 
make it that day also donated at 
the Thunderbirds office, at Teddy 
Bear Pools & Spas in Chicopee, 
the Springfield Visitor Center, or 
at New Valley Bank’s new head- 
quarters located in Monarch Place 
in downtown Springfield. 

“The T-Birds and their loyal 
fans have again stepped up to 
bring holiday joy to children 


The Library Loft 
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and families receiving services 
in CHD programs across west- 
ern Massachusetts,” said Ben 
Craft, CHD’s Vice President 
of Community Engagement. 
“We deeply appreciate the 
Thunderbirds organization’s part- 
nership and strong commitment to 
our community, and we can’t wait 
to get back to the arena to cheer 
them on when it’s safe to do so.” 
The virtual and drive-thru 
version of the Teddy Bear Toss 
kicked off on #GivingTuesday, 


We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 


Thanks to our wondertul "friends, volunteers and patrons. 


Hours: 


Tues. 1Oam-4pm +» Wed. 10am - 4pm 
Thurs. 10am - 4pm ¢ Fri. 1Oam-4pm 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more information call 263-3330 ext. 100 
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the annual global movement that 
encourages people to do good 
and support nonprofits, encourag- 
ing fans that couldn’t physically 
attend the event to donate to the 
Thunderbirds’ Foundation and 
sponsor a bear. Over 250 bears 
were sponsored by local and 
national supporters of the Teddy 
Bear Toss through donations to 
the Thunderbirds’ Foundation, 
including a significant number 
donated by Balise Auto Group. 
“We are amazed and grateful at 


the outpouring of support for the 
Drive-Thru Teddy Bear Toss” said 
Thunderbirds President Nathan 
Costa. “Teddy Bear Toss is a sta- 
ple event for the Thunderbirds, 
and our fans came out in full 
support. We can’t thank our fans, 
partners, and those that donated to 
our Foundation enough to be able 
to bring smiles to children at this 
time of year.” 

The Thunderbirds extend a 
special thank you to all of their 
partners that stepped up and were 
able to make this event a reality, 
including: Teddy Bear Pools & 
Spas, Balise Auto Group, Western 
Mass News, the Springfield 
Business Improvement District 
& downtown Visitor’s Center, 
New Valley Bank & Trust and 
Dunkin’. The Thunderbirds also 
would like to thank their teddy 
bear delivery partner, BMW of 
West Springfield. 

The Thunderbirds Teddy Bear 
Toss was established in 2016, 
whereby the Thunderbirds’ 
first goal in the annual Teddy 
Bear Toss game results in a cel- 
ebration of bears being thrown 
onto the ice. Since starting the 
tradition four seasons ago, the 
Thunderbirds have contributed 
more than 10,000 bears to local 
Springfield charities. 


Pioneers to 
host Pelham 
clinic 

LUDLOW -— Western United 
Pioneers FC is excited to offer a 
soccer clinic in Pelham, MA for 
players in the Massachusetts 
North Region. The fall clinic 
provides off-season training and 
skill development by WUP FC 
coaches. There are two sessions 
available. sign up for one or 
both. It makes a great holiday 
gift for friends and family mem- 
bers. 

This program is offered to 
boys and girls born in 2010, 
2011, 2012, 2013, and 2014. The 
four-week program includes 
one practice per week for a total 
of $65 per session ($130 for 2 
sessions). Sessions will consist 
of a max of 15 players per field 
(COVID regulation for the play- 
ers’ safety). 

SESSION 1: MON- 
DAYS 1/11, 1/25, 2/1, & 2/8 

Boys and Girls Born 2013 and 
2014: Session is at 5 p.m. 

Boys and Girls Born 2010, 
2011, and 2012: Session is at 6 


p.m. 

SESSION 2: MONDAYS 
2/22, 3/1, 3/8, & 3/15 

Boys and Girls Born 2013 and 
2014: Session is at 5 p.m. 

Boys and Girls Born 2010, 
2011, and 2012: Session is at 6 
p.m. 

The sessions will be held at 
Pelham Elementary School at 
45 Amherst Road, Pelham, MA 
01002. 


SOCCER © from page 15 


of sense to begin with, I didn’t 
see how it benefitted anyone’s 
safety and it also took a large 
advantage away from our team. 
Our starting goalie consistently 
kicks the ball over half which 
gives us an opportunity to move 
the ball up field more so than 
other ways. Our backup goalie 
also has the ability to do this.” 

All of the high school soccer 
matches were played in four 
ten-minute quarters instead of 
two twenty minutes halves. 

A couple of the other rule 
changes were corner kicks were 
indirect kicks, no timeouts will 
be allowed, and there were no 
rebounds allowed on penalty 
kicks. Coaches, players and ref- 
erees wore masks during the 
game. 

Everyone is hoping to have a 
normal high school soccer sea- 
son in the fall of 2021. 





SEASON - from page 15 


labeled “high-risk” for COVID-19 spread. 
Belchertown is one of the towns not 
allowed to play other schools that have the 
red designation. 

Holyoke High School, which ceased its 
fall season on Oct. 21, is set to participate 
in the winter season with basketball and 
swimming, but can only do so if it gets out 
of the red by Dec. 24 and remains out of 
the red until the season starts in January. It 
is possible the school will start late. 

Other changes and decisions are still 
pending, though many schools have 


already opted to participate. 

Pathfinder will participate in winter 
sports, but must find another venue due to 
the fact their gymnasium is currently being 
used as a cafeteria. 

While the PVIAC has not made an offi- 
cial ruling on whether fans will be allowed 
in arenas, the MIAA’s current guidance 
is to allow up to 40 percent of a gymna- 
sium’s capacity. However, the number of 
game participants (players, coaches, offi- 
cials, etc.) count toward that 40 percent. 
Some schools, like the fall, could bar fans 
altogether in an effort to lower the spread 
while the current surge is still on. 
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Pro Stock Series 


WALPOLE, N.H. -- Granite State 
Pro Stock Series officials announced on 
Thursday a 15-race schedule for the 2021 
race season. The slate will bring drivers to 
three different New England states -- while 
visiting eight different tracks in one of the 
most complete schedules the series has 
ever offered for teams and fans. 

The calendar is headlined by the annu- 
al Newport Chevrolet 150 at Claremont 
Motorsports Park, this time on Saturday, 
July 31 -- a $10,000 to win show that is 
sure to draw the top Super Late Model tal- 
ent in the region. The series will also make 
a debut at one of New England’s most his- 
toric tracks and return to multiple staple 
facilities, with a mix of flat and banked 
tracks planned. 

“We’re thrilled with the way our sched- 
ule came together for the 2021 season,” 
Mike Parks, president of the Granite State 
Pro Stock Series, said. “We always strive 
to get 14-16 races and we were able to 
accomplish it again. We think our competi- 
tors and fans will enjoy it.” 

The season starts with the big debut 
in Connecticut. Granite State teams will 
compete at Stafford Motor Speedway for 
the first time as part of the annual NAPA 
Spring Sizzler weekend on Saturday, April 
24 -- a one-day show. Pro Stocks are no 
stranger to the Arute-owned facility -- hav- 
ing run as a weekly division for decades 
-- but now, the touring stars will invade to 
compete with some of the local talent that 
are sure to find themselves a ride. 

“To say we are thrilled to finally bring 
the Granite State Pro Stock Series to 
Stafford would be an understatement,” 
Parks said. “This will be the icing on the 
cake to kick-off the Greatest Race in the 
History of the Spring, the annual NAPA 
Spring Sizzler. It’s going to be an amazing 
event for our series and the track both.” 

Following Stafford, just one week later, 
Monadnock Speedway will host their 
first of two series events on Sunday after- 
noon, May 2 as part of their season-open- 
ing Spring Dash weekend. Post-time for 
this event is 2 p.m., with the NHSTRA 
Modifieds, NELCAR Legends and more 
also on the card. A second stop at “Mad 
Dog” is slated for Saturday, September 
4 as part of Labor Day weekend at the 
Winchester, New Hampshire, oval. 


The series heads to Bobby Webber’s 
Star Speedway for the first of two stops 
on Saturday night, May 8, before a return 
to the Star Classic weekend on Friday, 
September 17 comes in the thick of the 
championship battle. Last year, Derek 
Griffith and Joey Pole put together one of 
the best races in series history as part of the 
Classic at Star, which has become a staple 
track for the series. 

Claremont Motorsports Park hosts their 
first of three dates on Memorial Day week- 
end as a Sunday evening special, May 30. 
Following the $10,000 to win Newport 
Chevrolet 150 in July, an event won by 
Derek Griffith last year, the champion will 
be crowned at Claremont for the first time 
on October 16 as part of the track’s Fall 
Challenge weekend. 

Beech Ridge Motor Speedway in Maine 
will hold two Granite State events for the 
first time in track history -- with stops set 
for June 12 and August 14. Last year, the 
series hosted more than 30 cars as a mix of 
regulars and track favorites competed for 
glory in the inaugural stop at Beech Ridge 
-- arace won by Wyatt Alexander. 

“We had so much success with our first 
appearance at Beech Ridge last year, the 
car count was fantastic and Andy and the 
staff there welcomed us and our teams for a 
great event,” Parks said. “Going there twice 
should give us much of the same we saw in 
2020.” 

Additional summer events include the 
annual stop at Riverside Speedway in 
Groveton, New Hampshire, on June 19 
and the Sunday afternoon spectacular at 
Hudson Speedway on Sunday, July 11. 
Granite State teams will also stop at Lee 
USA Speedway twice -- both at some of 
the track’s most historic race weekends. 
The first comes on Friday, July 2, celebrat- 
ing Independence Day -- and the second 
will be on Sunday, October 3 as part of the 
season-ending Octoberfest. 

There is one event that remains out- 
standing on the series schedule -- dated for 
Saturday, July 24 -- which is on track to be 
announced soon. Series officials are work- 
ing on the final details surrounding that 
event and will announce once available. 


See RACES, page 15 = 





DESORMIER : from page 15 


and baseball teams. 

“IT decided to play basketball in college 
because it’s fast paced and the excitement 
level can get so high,” he said. “There is 
never a dull moment during a game, which 
is why I love playing basketball so much.” 

One of the reasons why Desormier 
choose to attend Worcester State is the 
State-of-the-art Wellness Center, which 
opened in 2016. 

“There probably isn’t another gym in 
Division 3 or even Division 2 that’s as nice 
as the Wellness Center,’ Desormier said. 
“It’s a beautiful place. There is seating 
on all four sides of the court. The place 
is always clean and the lighting is per- 
fect. ’'m hoping more basketball players 
from Granby and Western Mass. attend 
Worcester State and play basketball here in 
the future.” 

The Lancers men’s basketball team has 
been steadily making the climb up the 
mountain since Desormier first arrived at 
the Chandler Street campus in the fall of 
2017. 

“We went 3-22 when I was a freshman, 
so that was a rebuilding year for us,’ he 
said. “We then took a big step forward 
the following season. We lost at Fitchburg 
St. in the conference quarterfinals. We 
advanced to the conference finals last year 
and we were really looking forward to this 
season.” 

As a freshman, Desormier had twelve 
assists in a home game against Bridgewater 
St., which broke the program’s all-time 
record. 

Following Desormier’s freshman season, 
Tyler Hundley replaced Dave Lindberg as 


the Lancers head coach. Lindberg had been 
the Lancers head coach for 24 seasons. 

“When you’re recruited by one coach 
and he’s replaced by another coach, it’s 
never a very good feeling,’ Desormier said. 
“Coach Hundley did call every player on 
the team and he let us know what his plan 
was for the program. I really didn’t think 
about transferring at that time because I 
had become close with my teammates. 
We also wanted to help turn the program 
around.” 

Desormier, who played in a total of 78 
collegiate basketball games, helped the 
Lancers win 11 games as a sophomore. 
They posted a 15-12 overall record and had 
a 10-2 conference record a year ago. 

In what turned out to be Desormier’s 
final collegiate basketball game, the 
Lancers lost at Westfield St., 81-77, in the 
MASCAC finals last February. 

“It was definitely surreal,’ Desormier 
said. “I had a lot of people there cheering 
for me and it felt like a home game to me. 
It was a lot of fun playing in that environ- 
ment.” 

The Lancers did beat the Owls, 84-81, 
at home in the first meeting of the regular 
season. 

“Westfield is one of our rivals and 
that game came right down to the wire,” 
Desormier said. “We hit a half-court shot to 
seal the deal.” 

Desormier’s final collegiate victory was 
a 96-72 at home against MCLA in the con- 
ference semifinals. 

Desormier, who’s an avid golfer, might 
try-out for the Worcester St. golf team if 
they do have a season next spring. 

It would be a nice way to for him to end 
his collegiate athletic career. 





away Dec. 13, 2020 with her fam- 
ily by her side. She was born on 
Jan. 28, 1941 in Springfield, to 
Nelson and Margaret Campbell. 
Sandy has lived in Belchertown 
for the past 15 years and previous- 
ly resided in Granby. Sandy and 
her husband Robert loved to travel 
in their Fifth Wheel on vacations 


to Florida. She also enjoyed spending t 
children and grandchildren, playing horseshoes and was 


an animal lover; especially horses. 


She will be deeply missed by her husband of 62 
years, Robert Black of Belchertown and three chil- 
dren, Kim Williams (Jim) of Belchertown, Peggy 
Colon (Angel) of Granby and David Black (Hauwa) of 


Florida. 


She will also be missed by four grandchildren, 
Ashley, David, Jr of FL, Colby (Jen) and Jill (Adam)of 
Granby and four great-grandchildren, Aiden, Emerson, 
Layne and Kiera. Besides her parents she was prede- 
ceased by her daughter, Lori Black in 2011. 

All service are private and Beers & Story Funeral 
Home in Belchertown was entrusted with arrange- 
ments. In lieu of flowers, please make donations in her 
memory to Belchertown Animal Relief Committee PO 


Box 161 Belchertown, MA 01007. 


For more information, please visitwww.beersandsto- 


ry.com 


Daniel R. Greeley 


BELCHERTOWN — Daniel 
R. Greeley, 71, of Belchertown, 
passed away Wednesday, Dec. 16, 
2020 at his home, surrounded by 
his loving family. He was a true 
warrior and battled colon cancer 
for three years. 

He was born in Auburn, NY 
on Dec. 5, 1949, the son of the 
late Joseph and Virginia (Ceratt) 
Greeley. He is survived by his best 


friend/devoted caretaker/wife of 

30 years, Carol, and his seven children; Kristina Willis 
and her husband, David; Rebecca Ballinger and her 
husband, Garrett; David Greeley and his wife, Aimee; 
Sara Greeley and her partner, Prudence Doty; Ryan 
Greeley and his wife, Nicole; Tyler Greeley and his 
fiancé, Zachary Kinsley; Travis Greeley and his wife, 
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Died Dec. 13, 2020 
Services are private 


Daniel R. Greeley 
Died Dec. 16, 2020 
Services to be held at 

later date 





The Sentinel 


OBITUARY 
POLICY 


Turley Publications 





offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 


$120, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 
submitted through a 
funeral home to: 
obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 





Lauren; and his eight grandchildren: Michelle, Brianna, 
Nicholas, Hudson, Maverick, Raffael, Mikaila, and 
Tessa. In addition, Dan leaves behind his sisters Karen Schutt and her husband, Bill; 
Deborah Paul and her husband, Steve, and several nieces and nephews all of whom he 


loved dearly. 


Dan graduated from Jordan-Elbridge High School in 1967. He was a US Navy 
submarine veteran who, as he would say, was a “deep-diving, death-defying submari- 
ner.’ He had a Bachelor’s Degree in Computer Science and was a retired (2014) Chief 
Technology Officer with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Dan recently received 
his 10-year pin as a Scentsy Independent Consultant. He was a volunteer, fundraiser, 
team captain and Event Leadership Team member at American Cancer Society (ACS) 


Quaboag Valley Relay for Life. 


Dan was a very social person and active on social media. He used this platform to 
keep in contact with friends and family, to promote awareness for his ACS relay for life 
team, and to work his beloved Scentsy business. To quote his Facebook page, he was 
“Just a guy trying to do good and to make a positive difference in someone’s life, at 
least “his” kids.” The overwhelming responses and outpouring of love and stories since 
his passing has proven that he has in fact made that difference in many lives. 

After Dan was diagnosed with stage III colon cancer, he made it his mission to 
bring awareness to the importance of getting early screening. Every video he posted 
on social media or bid he made for donations to his Relay for Life Team with the 
Quaboag Valley Relay for Life, ended with, “Get screened, early detection saves lives!” 
This year, Dan was awarded the Sandra C. Labaree Volunteer Values award from the 
American Cancer Society for his astounding dedication, fundraising, and volunteer 


efforts. 


Services to celebrate Dan’s life will be held at a later date at his home in 
Belchertown. He will then be laid to rest, with full military honors, at The New 
Hampshire State Veterans Cemetery in Boscawen, NH alongside his parents. 

In lieu of flowers, the family has requested donations be made to Dan’s Relay for 
Life team at: http://main.acsevents.org/goto/DanGreeleyTeam. 

Beers & Story Belchertown Funeral Home entrusted with Daniel’s care. For more 
information or to leave a memory, please visit www.beersandstory.com 


Aynpalhy Ploral Avangements 


CUSTOM & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 


Randalls Farm & Greenhouse 
631 Center Street, Ludlow 


589-7071 ~ www.randallsfarm.net 
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1/4 CARAT DIAMOND NECK- 
LACE 14K White Gold. 18” Chain. 
$400.00 Call (413) 210-2306 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. 
Cut, split and delivered. 413-575- 
4243. 


SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. 
Cut, split and delivered. 413-575- 
4243. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


WANTED TO BUY 


COMIC BOOKS WANTED! Com- 
ics, Comic Artwork, Vintage Toys, 
Pulps, Etc! 50+ years of experience! 
Gary Dolgoff (413) 529-0326 gary@ 
gdcomics.com 













AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 


2***xxxk*A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 


Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 





2***** A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


Find archives of this 
local newspaper at 


Www.newspapers.turley.com 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 








HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE: 
MENT- KITCHENS bathrooms, re- 
placement windows & doors, roofing, 
siding, decks, custom woodworking, 
drywall. Full insured & registered 413- 
237-2250 Mark 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL SER- 
VICE. FINISHING, PAINTING, 
CEILINGS (SMOOTH OR TEX- 
TURED). 40+ YEARS EXPERI- 
ENCE. FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ARTIST 
= learn how to teach painting with 
this special method to people of all 
ages and abilities and have your own 
business with a stable income. Fill 
the need for more art in healthcare 
facilities. Check it out at: 
www.artis4every1.com or call 
(508)882-3848 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


























FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


ase Price Base Pr 
$33.50 36 $34. 
36 


ice 
00 
00 


Base Price 


$ 





X perweekrate=$ 


State: Zip: 


Credit Card: _J MasterCard LI VISA _1 Discover 1 Cash L}] Check# 
Card #:___ __ Exp.Date. CO CVV 
Amount of charge: _ — Dates 


DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 







HUBBARDSTON 


Quabbin ———_—— 


Village Hills 
Circulation: 
50,500 






TOLLAND 
GRANVILLE 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 





Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price __ 








BROOKFIELD 





EAST 


BROOKFIELD 






BRIMFIELD 


_ a 


Suburban 





STURBRIDGE 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


Includes 
— additional words 


Add asecond ZONE ___*10.00 


Adda third ZONE ___*5.00 
Subtotal __ 
xX Number of Weeks __ 
TOTAL Enclosed __ 


~~ Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


— / Quabbin 





| 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 





LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


GOT JUNK? Then you should call 
21st Century Sanford and Son scrap 
metal removal service. Fast, reliable, 
dependable, friendly and Free remov- 
al of unwanted junk. Call Andy (413) 
885-4016 


SNOWPLOWING 


24 HOUR SNOWPLOWING/ 
SNOWBLOWING Service, Monson, 
Palmer, Wilbraham, Hampden. Resi- 
dential, Commercial, Apartments. Call 
or text now. Limited space available. 
413-519-5439 


TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Tree re- 
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We're fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro- 
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413. 
478-4212 

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 


Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


i 


Rhasil ce 
Find a good home or 
adopt your next pet here! 
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Call us at 413.283.8393 








$SSSSSS$SSS$S 
Get cash for as Is 
unwanted autos 


e Cars/trucks 
e Free towing 
e All makes 
e All models 


413-246-5351 


ask for Joe 





CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


PETS 





RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


HELP WANTED 


DRIVERS WANTED? OTR or 
Regional Van & Tankers Liquid Bulk 
(NonHaz). Competitive Pay, Insurance 
Package, Home Time, Bonuses, 401K 
(800)548-9783 or Apply online www. 
amexpressinc.com 


TOWN OF PALMER TRUCK 
DRIVER LABORER - OPERATIONS 
DIVISION PUBLIC WORKS DEPART- 
MENT. The Town of Palmer is accept- 
ing applications for Full Time Truck 
Driver - Laborer in the Department of 
Public Works Operations Division. We 
are seeking an experienced, self-mo- 
tivated individual with public works 
knowledge to become part of our op- 
erations division. A High School Diplo- 
ma, Class B Massachusetts Driver's 
License with air-brakes endorsement 
is required. A Massachusetts Hoister’s 
License is favorable. This is a union 
position with an attractive starting sal- 
ary, vacation, sick and personal time. 
Please forward resume to 4417 Main 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069 or email 
rmcnutt @ townofpalmer.com 


Digital Photos 





TOWN OF WILBRAHAM Animal 
Control Officer & Animal Inspector. 
Looking for a reliable Animal Control 
Officer & an Animal Inspector. For ap- 
plication and more information please 
visit www.wilbraham-ma.gov. 
Until Filled. EOE 


Open 


REAL ESTATE 


FOR RENT 








EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, Call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


$12.50 
Each 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


Purchase a photo 
that recently ran in one 
of our publications. | | 
Go to newspapers.turley. Sagem 
com/photo-request [im 


PUBLIC NOTICES 
ARE NOW ONLINE 


| Email all notices to notices@turley.com 





Access archives and digital tear sheets by 


newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


TET) MT ANANYA LOL el Cotaveydcer-t-mcela (cy Merelin 





TOPIOPicus 


BY MELINA BOURDEAU 


he adage, “A picture is worth 
1,000 words” certainly rings true 


in photojournalism. Photographs 





COURTESY PHOTO 


can often tell a story better than the 
words printed next to it and draw a 
reader in. These are 10 photographs 
which captured both newsworthy and 
historic moments in the lives of people 
in the community in 2020. 


See more photos on page 20. 


On Saturday, Aug. 15, piper Todd Carpenter 
played “When the Battle's O’er” at the site of 
the first bomber crash in Granby in 1944. 





Seating was available from a distance with aggressive air exchange inside the Belchertown High School gym on Saturday, June 


27,2020. 





RACES - from page 15 


The Granite State Pro Stock Series 
will have further updates surrounding 
the 2021 season when available. For 
more information, visit gspss.net and 
follow the series on social media. 


2021 GRANITE STATE PRO 
STOCK SERIES SCHEDULE: 
April 24 —- Stafford Motor 

Speedway — Stafford, Conn. -- 75 laps 
May 2 — Monadnock Speedway -- 
Winchester, N.H. -- 100 laps 
May 8 -- Star Speedway -- Epping, 


N.H. -- 100 laps 

May 30 —Claremont Speedway -- 
Claremont, N.H. -- 100 laps 

June 12 — Beech Ridge Motor 
Speedway -- Scarborough, Maine -- 
150 laps 

June 19 — Riverside Speedway -- 
Groveton, N.H. -- 150 laps 

July 2 — Lee USA Speedway -- Lee, 
N.H. -- 100 laps 

July 11 -- Hudson International 
Speedway -- Hudson, N.H. -- 100 laps 

July 24 -- TBA 

July 31 — $10k to Win -- Claremont 
Motorsports Park -- Claremont, N.H. 


-- 100 laps 

August 14 — Beech Ridge Motor 
Speedway -- Scarborough, Maine -- 
150 laps 

September 4 — Monadnock 
Speedway -- Winchester, N.H -- 100 
laps 

September 17 — Star Speedway -- 
Epping, N.H. -- 100 laps 

October 3 -- Lee USA Speedway 
-- Lee, N.H. -- 100 laps 

October 16 — Claremont 
Motorsports Park -- Claremont, N.H. 
-- 100 laps 





NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC AUCTION 

SNOW’S SELF 
STORAGE LLC, will sell at 
Public Auction at 746 Bay 
Road, Belchertown, MA, all 
the personal property stored in 
its facility by: 

SP34: Evan Stang] 

SP4: Changrui Xin 

SP29: Changrui Xin 

At 10:00 a.m., January 
16, 2021, at the premises of 
SNOW’S SELF STORAGE 
LLC, 746 Bay Road, 
Belchertown, MA, by Warren 
Schreiber, Auctioneer, as Agent 
for Snow’s Self Storage, LLC. 

Snow’s Self-Storage 
reserves the following rights: 
to bid at the public auction, 
to refuse any and all bids, or 
to cancel the auction at any 
time for any reason. 
12/24, 12/31/2020 


— PUBLIC NOTICES 


Public Hearing 
Special Permit 
Legal Notice 
Belchertown 
Planning Board 
In accordance with the 
Massachusetts General Laws, 
Chapter 40A, Section 11, the 
Planning Board will hold a 
public hearing to discuss a Site 
Plan Approval application for 
a non-profit residential edu- 
cation center, submitted by 
The Cutchins Program for 
Children and Families, 52 Old 
Bay Road, Map 229, Lots 17 
and 16.1, Belchertown, MA, 
Owner- The Wayne A. Lebrun 
Living Trust. 
A public hearing will be 
held as follows: 
Place: Remotely by 
Planning Board, Belchertown 
Date: January 26, 2021 
Time: 7:05 pm 
Please join my meeting 


from your computer, tablet 
or smartphone. 

https ://global. gotomeeti 
ng. com/join/571586205 

You can also dial in using 
your phone. 

United States: +1 (646) 
749-3122 

Access Code: 571-586- 
205 

New to GoToMeeting? 
Get the app now and be ready 
when your first meeting starts: 

https :1/g lobal. gotomeet- 
ing .com/install/571586205 

The application is avail- 
able for inspection on the 
Belchertown.org- Planning 
Board website. 

James Natle 

Chairman, Planning Board 

12/24, 12/31/2020 


Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis- 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 

Also, be sure 


the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 
Thank you. 
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Gene McSweeney, a Warner PHOTO BY MELINA BOURDEAU 
Road resident sent a photo Anne and Jeremy Leblond with sons Samuel and Nathan Leblond waved at residents of Christopher 
of snowman who has been Heights in a car parade on March 31, 2020. 





. a ais G ; 
} G practicing social distancing 

ae on April 20, 2020.“! hope that 
(Left to right) Zelia Almeida, RN-C and Patricia Milardo, RT work in you might find it amusing,” 
the Pediatric ICU at Baystate in Springfield, recommend that people = McSweeney wrote."We need 
be safe during the COVID-19 outbreak on March 23, 2020. amusement these days.” 





PHOTO BY MELINA BOURDEAU 
Jack-o-lanterns donated for the Belchertown Public Schools pump- 
kin patch were donated to Ruby Ranch following the event on Oct. 
30, 2020. 


PHOTO BY MELINA BOURDEAU 


The crowd at the vigil for George Floyd gave a standing ovation to Enyonam Adoboe after her speech. 


The vigil was hosted by the Belchertown Justice Collaborative on June 25, 2020. Belchertown High School graduate Elisha Wenc gets her tassel adjusted by her mother Carrie Forrant. 


The two, and Ken Wenc, took a photo together on Monday, July 20 during Belchertown High School's 
presentation of diplomas. 





Along with Belchertown Cultural Council volunteers dnd Belchertown Community Television 


(From left fo right) Brothers Keagan, Declan and Connor Szcze- managers, the Winter Light Night went virtual this year on Nov. 28. 
panek fish from a rock at one of the ponds at Pine Valley Plantation 


on June 20, 2020. 





